
 Acts 1:15-26 – Discerning God’s Will 
 

I. THE FATE OF JUDAS – Vs. 15-20 

 

� O – Who stood up to speak? Vs. 15 

• I – Why was Peter the one who took charge?  What qualified him? 

• I – Does God use the natural gifts and talents that we have? 

• I – Does He always use our gifts?  
• O – Who was Paul the Apostle to?  Who was Peter the Apostle to? 

o C - Galatians 2:7 

• I – What were Paul’s qualifications?  Who should he have been called to? 

• I – What were Peter’s qualifications?  Who should he have been called to? 

• I – Why would God do the opposite of what seems to be the obvious calls of these men? 

• A – Do we assume that our call must be dependant on our talents and gifts? 

� O – How many disciples were there at this point? Vs. 15 

• I – Who were they? 

� O – What scripture did Judas fulfill? Vs. 16-17 

• C – Psalms 41:9 

• C – Psalms 55:12-14 

• I – What was Judas relationship to Jesus and the disciples? 

• I – Did Jesus know what Judas would do? 

• I  - Why do you suppose that He allowed Judas to stick around?  Did He ever give up on Judas? 

• A – Have you ever had a friend betray you?  How much does it hurt? 

• A – What does Jesus’ example teach us about friends or family that betray us? 

� O – What happened to Judas? Vs. 18-19 

• O – What was the price for Judas to betray Jesus? 

o C - Zachariah 11:12-13 

o C – Matthew 27:3-10 

• O - What was the name of the place that the Chief Priests bought with the silver? 

• O - Aceldama - lies on a narrow level terrace on the south face of the valley of Hinnom.  

• I – Where is the valley of Hinnom?  How did it get its name? 

o C - II Kings 23:10 – “And he (King Josiah – son of King Manasseh) defiled Topheth, which is in the valley 

of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to 

Molech.” 

� O – Topheth – “Place of Fire” 

� O – Hinnom – “Lamentation” (Valley of the Children of Lamentation) 

� I – What does it mean “…make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech?” 

o O – Is this valley mentioned in the New Testament? 

• C – Matthew 10:28  

o O – Hell – Gk. – Gehenna- used 12 times in the NT – The Greek word for “The Valley of Hinnom” 

o I – How is Jesus using the Valley on Hinnom as a word picture? 

• I – Again - Where was the field that was bought with Judas “reward”? 

• A – What is the “Reward” of sin? 

• A – Are we any better than Judas? 

• A – Have you ever heard it said “How can God send a good man to hell? 

• A – Might the better questions be “How can God send a bad man to heaven? 

� O – What did Peter think needed to happen to the “office” that Judas held? Vs. 20 

• C - Psalms 109:8 – “Let his days be few; and let another take his office.” 

 

II. DISCERNING GOD’S WILL - Vs. 21-26 

 

� O – What were the qualifications that Peter gave for replacing Judas? Vs. 21-22 

• I – Were these good qualifications? 

• I – Is enough to have seen the works of God? 

• A – If a man goes to Bible College (or Seminary) when he is done is he a pastor/evangelist/missionary/father? 

• A – What qualifies a man for the work of the ministry? 

� O – Who were the two men that were chosen? Vs. 23 

• O – Justas – Gk. Just 

• O – Matthias – Gk. Gift of God 

� O – What was the prayer of the apostles? Vs. 23 

• I – Were these two men the only choices? 

• A – How often do we pray and ask God to choose between two options that we give to Him? 

• A – What should we pray? 



� O – How did the apostles decide which of these two men “God had chosen”? Vs. 25-26 

• I – Is casting lots a valid way to discern the will of God? 

• I – Can God speak through “lots”? 

o C - Exodus 28:30 - Urim and the Thummim (Lights and Perfection) To light the perfect will of God. 

o C - Judges 6:37 – Fleece of Gideon 

• I – Where do we see anything like this in the New Testament? 

• I – Has there been a change in how God directs His people?  What is the change? 

• A – How does God direct us?  

� I – Was Matthias the 12
th
 Apostle? 

• I – Did there have to be 12 Apostles? 

o C – Revelation 21:14 – “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

• I – Who was the 12
th
 Apostle?  Why? 

� I – What is the difference between appointing and anointing? 

• C - Acts 6:3  

o I – What is the difference between Peter in Acts 1 and Acts 6? 

o I – What were the 3 qualifications that Peter gave for being a Deacon in the church? 

o O – Look out among you… 

� I – Where do you find those God is calling out? 

� I – How did the people know who was called to be a deacon? 

� A – If you want to know if you are called to be a, fill in the blank, how will you be able to tell? 

o O – Honest report… 

� I – What does it mean to have an honest report? 

� O – Honest report (witness) – Gk. martureo – where we get our English word Martyr. 

� A – Do we consider our life lost for the sake of Jesus? 

o O – Full of the Holy Ghost… 

� I – What did Jesus tell the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for? 

� I – Was it not enough to have been with Jesus From the Baptism of John through the ascension? 

� A – How can we know the will of God for our life? 

� A – “Look out among you”… 

� A – How can we have an “Honest report”? 

� A – “Full of the Holy Ghost”… 

• A – We tend to get caught up in the details of life – the question should not be what to do, but who to look to. 

• A – More often than not the Lord directs us “supernaturally naturally” as we simply seek after and serve Him. 


