“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 2:10-16











Lesson 6

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

1. According to 1 Corinthians 2:1-9, what is human wisdom is incapable of revealing?
a. Look up and write out the passage in Isaiah 64:4 that Paul quotes from in 1 Corinthians 2:9.

“And it will be said in that day: "Behold, this is our God;

We have waited for Him, and He will save us.

This is the LORD; we have waited for Him;

We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation."







Isaiah 25:9

2. Using one word descriptions, describe the following: (You may use more than one description).
a. Natural man:

b. Spiritual man:

3. You will be enriched in the study of 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 as you scrutinize the work of the Holy Spirit in His revelation of the things of God.  Our analysis begins by dividing the paragraph into three sections and looking for the key phrase that unlocks the content of each section. We, then, will write that key phrase next to the scripture listed below: 

a. 1 Corinthians 2:10-12:

b. 1 Corinthians 2:13:

c. 1 Corinthians 2:14-16:

4. In conjunction with this week’s lesson concerning the importance of the Holy Spirit’s work in the believer’s knowledge of the things of God, look at 1 John 4:12-15 and ask yourself, how do I know that I dwell in the Lord?

5. Now, to move away from the central thrust of this week’s study yet condition you for this week’s walk, take a practical look at the word dwell  in 1 John 4:12-16. Using Bible study tools or dictionary write the meaning of dwell (Strong’s #3306).
6. Ask the Lord to show you if there is an area of your life in which we are “holding back”….failing to give unreservedly your all to Him?  Is there an area in your life in which you need to experience a deeper working of the Holy Spirit?  Spend some time in prayer and then write your response below.
7. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;

Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times,

And the strength of salvation;  

The fear of the LORD is His treasure.”







Isaiah 33:5-6

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-12

1. 1 Corinthians 2:9 (see, also, Isaiah 64:4) clearly states that God’s blessings for those who love Him are incomprehensible to natural wisdom, knowledge, and human reasoning.  How does God reveal His blessings to those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:10a)?

2. Using Bible study tools or dictionary investigate the meaning of revealed (Strong’s # 601).

a. Why is the Spirit able to reveal the things of God to those who love Him (1Corinthians 2:10b-11)?

3. Thoughtfully read 1 Corinthians 2:12 several times.  Contemplate the truth revealed in this verse then write this verse by completing the following phrases:

Now, we have received, not ____________________________________________________________

But (we have received)________________________________________________________________

That we might_________________________________ that have been___________________________

a. List synonyms for the word know (Strong’s# 1492).
b. It is God’s intention that we know the things He has freely given us.  What might hinder a Christian’s knowledge of these things?

4. God loves His children so much He wants to give us insight into the things that He has for us now as well as the future.  How does Paul’s prayer (Ephesians 1:16-21) confirm this truth?  Write out Ephesians 1:1-21 and underline the phrase that ministers to your heart the most; make it your prayer today!
5. From 1 Corinthians 2:12, Who is given to us so that we know that these things are ours?

a. How can someone read Biblical truth and remain unchanged, utterly void of belief? 

b. How does Hebrews 11:6 confirm this?

6. Review 1 Corinthians 2:10 – 12.  Write a prayer of thanksgiving for what God has revealed to us, and what have you received?

7. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.
WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;

Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times,

And the strength of salvation;  

The fear of the LORD is His treasure.”







Isaiah 33:5-6

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-13

1. What does Paul say he…

a. Does not speak (1 Corinthians 2:13a):

b. Does speak (1 Corinthians2:13b):

c. Why is this important? (1 Corinthians 2:4-7):
2. In your own words explain the meaning of “…comparing spiritual things with spiritual” from                 1 Corinthians 2:13.

a.
How does John 4:24 help explain your answer?

3. What do the following verses say concerning the Spirit?

a. 1 Corinthians 2:10:

b.
1 Corinthians 2:11:

c.
1 Corinthians 2:12:

d.
1 Corinthians 2:13:

4. For greater understanding and appreciation of the Holy Spirit’s work in the believer’s life, read and underline each truth in the definition provided:

The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity (Genesis 1:1).  He worked with God the Father and God the Son in creation and works in the redemption of man through the conviction of sin (John 16:7-9).  He draws man into a relationship with God the Father through Jesus Christ the Son.  The vital work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life is to teach, comfort, guide and provide power for Christian witness and living, and conform the believer into the image of Christ (John 14:17-18).  The primary evidence of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life is love (agape) (1 Corinthians 13:13).
5. How does the study today increase your appreciation of the Holy Spirit?

“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.

Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”




Thom​as Ken 1674

6. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“The ______________ is exalted, for He _________ on __________;

______________ and __________________ will be the _______________ of your times,

And the _______________ of ______________________;  

The _________ of the LORD is His ________________.”







Isaiah 33:5-6

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:14-16     

1. The natural man is not born again.  According to 1 Corinthians 2:14 why can’t the natural man receive or understand the things of the Spirit of God?

2. Even as believers, without God’s Spirit working in us, we cannot get it right.  According to the passages below, what are the results of employing human wisdom?

a. 1 Corinthians 1:18-21:
b. 1 Corinthians 2:14:

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,

And lean not on your own understanding;

In all your ways acknowledge Him,

And He shall direct your paths.”





Proverbs 3:5-6
3. How did the Lord correct Samuel when he relied on his own wisdom in 1 Samuel 16:6-7?
a. So many times we too fall into the trap of judging according to our own wisdom which is based on what we “see” in others outwardly.  How did Paul address this in 2 Corinthians 10:12-18?  Make note of Paul’s conclusion in verse 17!
4. The word spiritual in 1 Corinthians 2:15 refers to a believer who has the Holy Spirit dwelling 
in him/her.  The word judges is translated discern or understand.  Because of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, what is the spiritual man able to do?
a. What is the meaning of the phrase found in 1 Corinthians 2:15b?   Use Bible study tools or dictionary if needed. (note:  “judged” is  Strong’s #350).
b. How have you handled being misunderstood by unbelievers?

5. What thought-provoking question does Paul pose in 1 Corinthians 2:16a?

6. No one can fully comprehend God; nevertheless, He calls us to behold Him.  Print Isaiah 12:2 and list the reasons we can “behold” the Lord! 

7. Finish today with a blessing.  If you have time read Isaiah 40:10–31 and write down the phrases that cause you to behold Him. 
8. Review today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;

Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times,

And the strength of salvation;  

The fear of the LORD is His treasure.”







Isaiah 33:5-6

Fifth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-16

1. If the Holy Spirit is allowed to control and direct our thinking, how will the mind of Christ be revealed in our attitudes and actions according to Philippians 2:1-5?

a. If you had to describe the mind of Christ attitude with one word, what word would you choose?

b. How does having the mind of Christ make a difference in your life?

“May the mind of Christ my Savior

Live in me from day to day

By His love and power controlling

All I do and say.”
2. To reinforce understanding concerning the important functions of the Holy Spirit, list the verbs (action words) in 1 Corinthians 2:10-16.

OPTIONAL:   

a. Take some time to look up what is “…freely given to us of God”, (1 Corinthians 2:12).  Support your list with scripture (for example: peace – John 14:27b).

3. Paul says he expresses spiritual truth using spiritual words, “We speak not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught us by the Spirit, (1 Corinthians 2:13 NIV).” To speak the things of God Paul had to know the things of God.  How do the following verses further challenge you?

a.
2 Timothy 2:15:   
b.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-19:   
c.
Jeremiah 29:12-13:   
a. Read Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3:14-21.  According to verse 19 what does Paul pray we would know, which “passes knowledge”.

4. Specifically how do the truths of 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 expand your knowledge of the Holy Spirit?
5. How do these verses fulfill Jesus’ prayer concerning the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26)?

6. Is there an area of your life you desire the Holy Spirit to have a greater impact?  If so, write out that desire here in the form of a prayer as you seek His enablement!
7. Review today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE FROM MEMORY:












Isaiah 33:5-6

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 

and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 

being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, 

for all patience and longsuffering with joy”








Colossians 1:9-11
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