“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 3:1-4











Lesson 7

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4
1. Pray and review 1 Corinthians 1-2 by reading it in one sitting before we begin to look at chapter 3 in our study this week.

2. Read the following article that explains the subject we will be studying today.
Human Life on Three Planes

      Adapted from Ruth Paxson

The Bible is a mirror in which man may see himself just as he is.  Any person who wishes a true picture of himself will find it there.  The Bible is God’s studio in which will be found the picture of each of his created beings. Your photograph is there.  It has been taken by the Divine Photographer, therefore it is flawlessly accurate.  Do you wish to see your photograph?

The Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul has divided the human race into three clearly distinguished groups.  God’s description of each is so accurate and so true that every person may know in which class he is.

This classification presents a study of human life on three planes: the lowest, the middle and the highest plane:  or the natural man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man.

The Natural Man

The natural man is without the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior, therefore he lives wholly and only unto himself.  “The old man” is the center of his life and has undivided control over his whole being.  Self dominates his thoughts, affections, speech, will and actions.  His nature is sinful, therefore his conduct is sinful.


The natural man is dead to God but alive to sin, self and Satan.  He is under the dominion of “the prince of the power of the air,” and is the bondservant of sin.  He is a lost man, helpless and hopeless.  The tragic part of it is that “the god of this age” has so blinded his mind that he does not comprehend the seriousness of his condition and consequently he has no power within himself to know God, to love God, to receive God, nor even to seek God.  Surely this brief sketch of the natural man reveals life lived on the lowest plane.

The Carnal Man

The carnal man is a Christian because he has obtained sonship through faith in Jesus Christ as his Saviour.  Therefore he is rightly related to God.  But he has entered into neither the possessions nor the privileges of a son and his practices are not those becoming his position in the family of God.

The carnal man has the Holy Spirit dwelling in him but His is constantly being grieved and quenched so that He has restricted power in and dominion over the life.

The carnal man has been renewed through the new birth but he is still a “babe in Christ.” He sits at the table of the Lord to partake of His bounties but he has no appetite, nor capacity for “strong meat.”  He subsists on “milk.” He is not a full grown man.  He actually has been united to the Lord Jesus but he is an “adulterer” loving the world and caring far more for  its people and pleasures than for Jesus Christ (James 4:4).

The carnal man has accepted Christ as his Saviour but he has little or no apprehension of a life of complete surrender to Jesus Christ as his Lord and his Life.  He feels a need of Christ and desires some relationship with Him but he is not satisfied in Him.  Christ has a place in his heart but not the place of supremacy and preeminence.

The carnal man lives his life partly unto God and partly unto himself.  The Lord Jesus is really at the center of his life but “the old man” is usually on the throne.  There is a divided control over his life.  Sometimes Christ dominates his thoughts, affections, speech, will and action but more often they are under the dominion of self.  Two natures are side by side in the carnal man, the divine and the fleshly, and he is under the sway of each in turn according as he yields to one or to the other.  He is alive to God spasmodically but he is equally alive to sin, self and Satan.  He attempts to live in two spheres, the heavenly and the earthly – and he fails in both.

The carnal man is in a miserable condition and his live is always one of defeat and discouragement, often one of despair.  This condition is due to ignorance of the deep things of God, unwillingness to yield himself unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ, and unbelief in appropriating Christ with all His graces.

The Spiritual Man

The spiritual man having taken the crucified, risen, glorified Christ as Saviour, Lord and Life, lives his life wholly unto God.  The Lord Jesus is the center of his life and has undivided control over his whole being.  Jesus Christ dominates his thoughts, affections, speech, will and actions.  He has become a partaker of the nature of God so that there are two natures in the spiritual man but the divine nature is sovereign.

The spiritual man is habitually alive to God and dead to sin and self.  He is a bondservant to God and gladly, joyously, acknowledges and submits to the sovereign Lordship of Jesus.

Jesus Christ is intensely real and precious to the spiritual man, and he considers, loves, serves, adores and worships Him.  This condition is not due to anything in him but is true because of his yielding himself unreservedly to the influence and operation of the Holy Spirit, through whom he has been enabled to seek, to receive, to love and to know Christ Jesus as his Saviour and through whom he is filled with His life.  Surely this brief sketch of the spiritual man reveals life lived on the highest plane.
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3. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4 introduces two ways of living the Christian life.  The choice we make determines whether we live in power and victory or weakness and defeat.  As we have seen, humanity is divided into three groups; the Natural man, the Carnal man and the Spiritual man.  Use the following scriptures to identify the three groups of humanity as Paul describes them.
a. 1 Corinthians 2:14a:
b. 1 Corinthians 2:15:
c. 1 Corinthians 3:1:

“May the mind of Christ my Savior

Live in me from day to day

By His love and power controlling

All I do and say.”
4. Today as we deal with the natural man (non-believer) who rejects the things of the Spirit of God and the carnal man who lives with “old man” still seated on the throne of his life, we are confronted with the question, “Is Jesus Lord (Master and Ruler) of my life?” Examine your life in light of God’s Word.  Read the following verses and write out a prayer reflecting your desire for Him to become more real in your life.

a.
Deuteronomy 26:17:
b. Psalm 1:1-3:

c. Ephesians 4:1-6:

d. Colossians 1:9-11:

e. List any other Scriptures you can think of:

“Show me Thy ways, O Lord;

Teach me Thy paths.  Lead me in Thy truth,

And teach me: For Thou art the God of my salvation;

On Thee do I wait all the day.”




Psalm 25:4-5
5. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,

 unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”










John 15:4-5

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 2:14

1. How does 1 Corinthians 2:14 help you understand why the unsaved person or the natural man rejects the gospel?
a. According to 2 Corinthians 4:4 who has blinded the natural man?

b. To whom is this referring to according to 1 John 5:19?

c. Why has he blinded people according to 2 Corinthians 4:4?

d. What further insight does John 3:19-21 give regarding why some do not believe?
2. What was Paul’s commission from the Lord in Acts 26:17-18?

3. According to “Human Life on Three Planes” included in day one of this lesson, list the characteristics that represent the natural man then add your own ideas to this list.

4. Describe our condition before we were saved from Ephesians 2:1-3.
5. What is your response to Ephesians 2:4-10?

“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.”










© John Newton (1725-1807)
6. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,

 unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”










John 15:4-5

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4

1. In 1 Corinthians 3:1-4 Paul pinpoints the cause of division among Corinthian Christians.  Which English word is used four times to describe these believers?

a. Using Bible study tools or dictionary look up the Greeks words used and write out the definitions.
1) Verse 1 (Strong’s #4560):  

2) Verse 3 (Strong’s #4559):

3) Verse 4 (Strong’s #444):
2. List characteristics of carnality based on Paul’s description of these believers in 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:
Verse 1:

Verse 2:

Verse 3:

Verse 4:

3. What do the following verses teach about the flesh or the carnal life?

a. Romans 8:5-8:

b. Galatians 5:19-21:

4. What is the cure for living in the flesh or on the carnal plane according to:

a. Romans 6:6:

b. Romans 6:11-14:
c. Romans 13:14:

d. 2 Corinthians 7:1:

e. Galatians 5:24-26:

5. From what you have studied thus far, explain a carnal Christian in your own words?

6. What marks of Christian character should have been obvious to those outside the church (Galatians 5:22-23) instead of the division, strife, and contention characterizing the lives of Corinthian believers? 

7. If we walk in the Spirit the “fruit of the Spirit” is produced in our lives.  How is the “fruit of the Spirit” linked with “abiding in Christ”  according to our memory verse this week (John 15:4-5)?

A Few Marks of a Carnal Christian

Living a life of perpetual conflict and defeat –

 always a battle between the two natures- the carnal and the spiritual.

Living a life of protracted infancy and retarded growth; cannot yet take solid food, 

feed or walk by himself on a daily basis.

Living a life of fruitlessness and wordliness.  (Fruit in terms of character and Christ-likeness.)













Alan Redpath

8. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANK’S OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“______________ in ____, and I ____ you. As the ____________ ______________ bear fruit of itself,

 unless it _____________ in the vine, neither can ______, unless you ____________ in Me. 

I am the _______, you are the ___________. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

_________ much ____________; for without ___ you can do _________________.”










John 15:4-5

Fourth Day: Pray and Read Galatians 5:16-26

1. According to the Bible, we all battle daily.  What is the antidote for natural or carnal living according to Galatians 5:16-26?
2. Read the description of the spiritual man in “Human life on Three planes” located on the last page of this lesson.  What are the qualities of the spiritual Christian?
3. The spiritual man yields control of his life to the Lord Jesus Christ.  How do we enthrone Him as Lord in our life according to Romans 12:1-2?
a. How are we transformed according to Romans 12:1-2?
a. How does conformity to this world hinder our walk and confirm our carnality?  (Also see Galatians 1:10b and Matthew 6:24 to help with your answer).

b. What confirms our spirituality (You may refer back to Galatians 5:16-26 to help with your answer)?

4. As our lives are constantly bombarded with worldly seductions and pollution we are to renew our mind to continue growing in Christ-likeness.  As Spiritual women, how is this accomplished according to the following verses?  
a. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (5b):
b. Philippians 4:8-9:
5. How does the fruit of the Spirit, flowing through the spiritual believer, contrast with the fruit of the flesh, flowing through the carnal believer according to the following Scripture?

	1 Corinthians 3:3
	Galatians 5:22-24

	
	


a. How might church life in Corinth have been different if believers were spiritual rather than carnal?

6. How is living in the Spirit rather than your own will making a difference in your life?

A Few Marks of the Spiritual Man

He wants to please God and not himself.

He wants his life to glorify God and not himself.

He is bringing forth fruit that is eternal.

He is abiding in Christ.

He draws on the infinite resources of God in the midst of testings and troubles.

It isn’t that he doesn’t sin but that he doesn’t practice sin.  

He walks in the light.

He has a life of progressive growth and radiant Christ-likeness.  

He knows that he hasn’t “arrived” and can glory only in the cross of Christ.  

Evidences of growth are obvious as Christ-like character is being formed.
7. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.
WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,

 unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”













John 15:4-5

Fifth Day: Pray Before Beginning Your Study
1. Hebrews 3:7-19 is an account of Israel’s sojourn in the wilderness.  How is this sojourn of Israel similar to the life of a carnal Christian?
2. In what ways can we effectively implement the command of Hebrews 3:13 without being offensive?

3. Why should we choose to live on the highest plane?
4. Describe the carnal and the spiritual man from another perspective found in Hebrews 5:11-14.
5. Paul’s fear is that when he returned he would find a “carnal church” which would cause him to mourn.  List the things that mark carnality from 2 Corinthians 12:20-21.

a. Answer the Question in Psalm 15:1 “LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?” from Psalm 15:2-4:

b. Is there anyone that you have been focused on, pointing out faults and gossiping about in the body of Christ?  What does God say about this according to Psalm 101:5?
c. Personal:  If carnality describes you; contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumult, please humble yourself and ask God to forgive you. 1 John 1:9 tells us that “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  Instead of backbiting and picking on one another, how does Romans 14:19 instruct the believer?

6. What wisdom do we find in Proverbs 26:20 that would guard against this type of harm to the body?  Write it in your own words.
a. In a few weeks we will look at this more closely, but from 1 Corinthians 4:3-5 what was Paul’s conclusion for those that judged him?  

7. I pray that we can all come to the same conclusion that Paul did, being confident that He who judges me is the Lord, and He is not finished with any of us yet!  Instead of focusing on others and their apparent faults, what should be the prayer of our heart according to Psalm 139:23-24?
“Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins.”







Proverbs 10:12
8. It is fitting to conclude our study this week with Paul’s instruction for the “Spiritual” man/woman.  Record this instruction from Colossians 3:14-17 writing out the complete verse here:
9. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.
WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:










John 15:4-5

“And now, little children, abide in Him, 

that when He appears, we may have confidence and 

not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 

If you know that He is righteous, 

you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.”










1 John 2:28-29
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