“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 3:5-15











Lesson 8

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-15

1. Write out your hearts desire as 1 Corinthians 3:1-5 speaks to you this week about your walk as a believer:

2. What is the difference between “milk” and “meat” according to 1 Corinthians 3:2 and how would you liken it to our lives spiritually?

3. Mark the following paragraph divisions in 1 Corinthians 3 and briefly state the subject of each section:

a. 1 Corinthians 3:1-9:

b. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15:
4. Carefully read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 again and answer the following questions:  

a. Who are the farmers in 1 Corinthians 3:6?
b. Who is God’s husbandry (garden or field) in 1 Corinthians 3:9?

5. Carefully read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 again and answer the following questions:  

a. Who are the builders? (See those listed in Ephesians 4:11)?

b. Who is God’s building in 1 Corinthians 3:9?

6. How does Romans 12:3-5 confirm what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 3:1-15?

7. If you were a Corinthian believer embroiled in the divisiveness, how would you react to this portion of Paul’s letter?

8. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“John answered and said,

‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.’”











John 3:27
Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-9a

1. According to 1 Corinthians 3:5b, who are Paul and Apollos?

a. Using Bible study tools or dictionary look up the word “ministers (Strong’s #1249),” from 1 Corinthians 3:5 and record your findings:

b.
Write a synonym for “ministers” according to Romans 1:1a:

2. Use the chart to record what each scripture in I Corinthians 3:5-9a says concerning Paul, Apollos, and Lord-God. 

	Verse
	Paul
	Apollos
	Lord- God

	3:5


	Who then is Paul …but ministers through whom you believed 
	Who then is…who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, 


	The Lord gave to each one

	3:6


	I planted
	
	

	3:7


	
	
	

	3:8


	
	
	

	3:9a


	
	
	


a. Summarize these verses using your own words:

3. Look closely at the phrase from 1 Corinthians 3:5c; ‘even as the Lord gave to every man.’   How does this phrase coincide with the text in Romans 12:6-8?

a. How does this speak to you as a servant of the Lord?

b. Define the difference between “planting” and “watering” according to 1 Corinthians 3:6?

4. 1 Corinthians 3:8b is referring to ministers; however, what does the passage say concerning each man’s reward?

a. According to 1 Corinthians 3:14 who shall receive a reward?
b. What is Paul’s message to these immature believers in 1 Corinthians 3:5-8?

c. How would this message from 1 Corinthians 3:5-8 help avoid the carnal strife and divisiveness of 1 Corinthians 3:3-4?
d. How does Paul confirm this in Philippians 2:13?

e. How should this fact affect my attitude and perspective of those in ministry?
“To God be the glory

Great things He has done!”




© Fanny J. Crosby

5. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“John answered and said,

‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.’”











John 3:27
Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-11

1. In 1 Corinthians 3:9, what analogy is used to describe Paul and Apollos and what analogy is used to describe the recipients of the letter?  
a. Why is it important for believers to recognize this concept from 1 Corinthians 3:5-8?
2. In 1 Corinthians 3:10–11 Paul switches metaphors from farming to construction.  As he refers to himself as a “wise master builder” what enabled Paul to lay the foundation?

a. What is warning did Paul give concerning the foundation of the construction project?
b. Any building contractor will tell you that a building is only as strong as its foundation.  With this in mind, what is the meaning and importance of 1 Corinthians 3:11?
c. How does Ephesians 2:19-22 describe the building?

3. Look up and read Matthew 7:24-29 and answer the following questions:

a. Who is considered wise according to Matthew 7:24?

b. How do the wise ‘weather storms’ according to Matthew 7:25?
c. What determines foolishness and how do they ‘weather storms’ according to Matthew 7:26?

d. Re-write the concept of Mathew 7:24-29 in your own words as you apply it to your own life personally.
4. Who are fellow workers in the church and what is their purpose according to Ephesians 4:11-13?

a. What is the result of these ministries in Ephesians 4:14-16?

5. What is the warning in 1 Corinthians 3:10c to fellow workers who build on this foundation?

“None but Jesus, the Divine Savior,

Could sustain the weight of a single soul with all its sins,

Much less of all the souls which are 

Built up into the temple of God”.





C.H. Spurgeon

6. Print and memorize 1 Corinthians 3:11.  Use this when confronting those who say, “All paths lead to Heaven.”

a. 
What does Jesus say in John 14:6 to confirm this?
7.
Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“John answered and said,

‘A _____ can receive _________________ unless it has been ___________ to him from _______________.’”











John 3:27

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:12-15

1. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 speaks to fellow laborers (evangelists, preachers, and teachers) concerning production quality.  There are two categories of Christian work discussed in this passage; that which endures and that which will not.  Answer the following questions after reading through this passage:
a. What building materials endure?
1) What do these materials symbolize?
b. What building materials will not endure?

2) What do these materials symbolize?

2. According to 1 Corinthians 3:13 what must the work endure?

a. To what is “…the Day…(I Corinthians 3:13),” referring according to 2 Corinthians 5:10?

b. Just as the ministers’ works (service) for the Lord must be built on the foundation of Jesus Christ so must each individual Christian’s service be built on Him and Him alone.   How does this statement coincide with 2 Corinthians 5:10?  (Note: This judgment refers to believer’s rewards.)

c. What exhortation is given believers in Titus 3:8b, and what reason is given for doing these things?

“For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”









Philippians 2:12-14

d. This may be a challenge but worth the digging: list works that qualify as gold, silver, and precious stones supporting your answer with Scripture.  
Example:  

Living Sacrifice = Holiness = Romans 12:1; Leviticus 11:44-45; Leviticus 19:2; 1 Peter 1:15-16

e. How can we ‘do’ anything eternally valuable according to Hebrews 12:28-29?

“Use only those materials 

that pass the building code of eternity”
3. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“John answered and said,

‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.’”











John 3:27

Fifth Day: Read 1 Corinthians 3:13-15

1.
How will every man’s work be tried or tested according to 1 Corinthians 3:13?
a. Why? (see Hebrews 12:28 to help with your answer)
2. If any man’s work survives the test of fire, what will he receive according to 1 Corinthians 3:14?

3. Heavenly rewards are associated with works.  Salvation is a free gift.  What work is rewarded in Matthew 10:40-42?   
a. What warning does Jesus give in Matthew 6:1-4?

b. What is essential according to 2 John 8-9 for receiving rewards from God?

4. What is an example of work that does not endure the test of fire?

a. Explain the phrase, “…so as by fire…in 1 Corinthians 3:15c”.
b. What is the outcome for the man whose work is burned according to 1 Corinthians 3:15?  Take a moment to reflect seriously on this outcome. 

When we try to make Him into a God who serves us,

our natural bent is to sin which brings disappointment and eventually death. 

Let’s deny “self” and learn to serve the Creator of all things, Whom by which all things exist!  

That is what pleases God…and brings true joy to our lives...what sustains us 

through what may come in this life and enables us to serve others to the glory of His name!

5. Evaluate your works in light of 1 Corinthians 3:12-15.  What adjustments might you need to make?

What kind of materials are we using?

During the days just past, have you put in the window of prayer?

Is there the gold of a pure testimony, the silver of a life that is radiant for the Lord Jesus,

the precious stone of victory over temptation?

If we have chosen His will, in our life the building is going up to the glory of God

with gold, silver and precious stones.






Allen Redpath

6. Use the following letters to create an acronym based on 1 Corinthians 3:5-15.

W

O

R

K

7. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE FROM MEMORY:











John 3:27
"They shall be Mine," says the LORD of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels.

And I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him."

Then you shall again discern between the righteous and the wicked,

Between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him.








Malachi 3:17-18
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