“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 3:16-23











Lesson 9

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-23








1. Earthquakes are frequently reported in the news filling TV screens with pictures of  both destruction and miraculous survival.   How does 1 Corinthians 3:10b-15 apply to this enigma? 

2. Mark paragraph divisions for this week’s lesson and write the first phrase or sentence of each paragraph to better acquaint yourself with its contents:

a. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17:

b. 1 Corinthians 3:18-23:

3. Observe the use of the words “you are” in each paragraph.  What does this signify in your life today?

4. Begin the study of 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 by writing a sentence of thanksgiving then pray for your study time this week because, “…you are Christ’s.”
“I will delight in the Word of the Lord

I will meditate day and night

Then like a tree firmly planted

I’ll be grounded in Your Word.”





©Walt Harrah and John A. Schreiner

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“…Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 

in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 











Ephesians 2:20b-22

Second Day: Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

1. Observe the word temple used four times in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.  Temple (naos in Greek) is used metaphorically “of the church” (the Body of Christ); of a “local church” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17); and of the individual believer (1 Corinthians 6:19). The term temple in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 is not speaking of a physical structure but the sanctuary, or the Holy of Holies that housed the presence of God on earth in the temple in Jerusalem. Paul is using the term temple in these verses to refer to the living church (believers) not an individual believer. Carefully consider this fact as you write these verses out, phrase by phrase,               

a.
1 Corinthians 3:16:

b. 1 Corinthians 3:17:

2. In this context, what point is Paul making with the questions he asks in 1 Corinthians 3:16?

a. What differences would we see in the Corinthian church if they had understood their role as the sanctuary of God?

3. 1 Corinthians 3:17a states the serious consequences for defiling God’s holy temple (the church).  (Defile and destroy are translated from the same Greek word ‘phtheiro’ which means, “to corrupt.”)  What are these consequences?

4. Using your Bible study tools or dictionary look up the meaning of the word holy (Strong’s # 40) in           1 Corinthians 3:17b.

5. The ‘Holy of Holies’ was not to be desecrated.  Since we, as believers, are considered to be part of the temple, we are to be holy or set apart.  What does being set apart for God suggest to you concerning your life?

6. We forget that the church or body of Christ is the temple or sanctuary of God. How does 
            1 Corinthians 3:16-17 sharpen your awareness of this fact and increase your reverence for the temple? 


a.
Using Scripture to back your answer; how are believers ‘set apart’ (consecrated or holy)?  

“I choose to be holy

Set apart for You, Lord. 

Ready to do Your will.”




© Brian Doerksen

7. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministers most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“…Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 

in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 











Ephesians 2:20b-22

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:18-20

1. The concluding paragraph of 1 Corinthians 3:18-23 is divided into two parts.  Each part opens with the same phrase.  Complete the following sentences by writing that phrase:


a.
1 Corinthians 3:18a:  _______  ______  _______ deceive himself.


b.
1 Corinthians 3:21a: Therefore _______  ____  ______  boast in men.

2. 1 Corinthians 3:18 immediately follows the warning of verse 17.  Carefully examine 1 Corinthians 3:18-19a to determine how these contentious Christians were deceiving themselves.  

a. What does 1 Corinthians 3:18b prescribe as a remedy for this deception?

3. What was the ultimate cause of self-deception prevalent among the Corinthian believers which led to strife and division according to Proverbs 13:10a?

4. Paul now gives divine perspective and scriptural support for his exhortation of 1 Corinthians 3:19a.  What is God’s perspective on the wisdom of this world?
5. Read and write out the following Old Testament scriptures showing how they support Paul’s argument that the worldly wisdom is foolish:
a. Job 5:13: (1 Corinthians 3:19b)

b. Psalm 94:11:  (1 Corinthians 3:20)
6. Human reasoning in the form of craftiness and vanity are often mistaken for Godly wisdom in the church.  Based on the truths of 1 Corinthians 3:1–20 how will you recognize them?   
a. What warning is given to us in 1 Corinthians 3:18a? 
b. Explain in your own words the cure for self-deception according to 1 Corinthians 3:18b.
c. What does James tell us to do if we lack Godly wisdom in James 1:5-6?
Selah!
7. Underline the meaning of the phrase “…let him become a fool…” in the quote provided:
“Intellectual pride causes people to be cut off from one another rather than united.  

Paul urges the reader to become a fool. 

 This is simply a way of urging him to be humble enough to learn.” 










William Barclay

Stop fooling yourselves.

If you count yourself above average in intelligence, 

As judged by this world’s standards,

You had better put this all aside and be a fool

Rather that let it hold you back from the true wisdom from above.





                               1 Corinthians 3:18TLB

8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.
FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“…Jesus Christ Himself being the chief ______________________, 

in whom the whole building, being ___________ together, ____________

 into a holy ______________ in the Lord, in whom _______ ______ are being built

 _____________ for a __________________ place of ___________ in the Spirit.” 











Ephesians 2:20b-22

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:21-23

1. 1 Corinthians 3:21-23, comprise one long, grand sentence.  Someone has said: Paul’s prose suddenly take wing.  The verses here are strong in exhortation, powerful in illumination, and thrilling in revelation.  Write Paul’s exhortation from 1 Corinthians 3:21a in your own words:
a. What reason does Paul give for not boasting in men according to 1 Corinthians 3:21a?

1) List the things written in 1 Corinthians 3:22 to which this phrase is referring:

2. This week meditate on the phrase, “…all things are yours,”  and allow the Holy Spirit  to reveal what this means in your life.  How do the following scriptures expand and enrich your understanding of all things:

a.
Romans 8:32:


b.
1 Timothy 6:17:


c.
2 Peter 1:3-4:

3. According to the following verses how do we acquire all things?
a. Matthew 6:33:

b. Psalm 37:4:
4. How should our understanding that we possess all things help us avoid conflicts?

All that I want is in Jesus

He satisfies: joy He supplies

Life would be worthless without Him

All things in Jesus I find

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“…Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 

in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 











Ephesians 2:20b-22

Fifth Day:  Read 1 Corinthians 3:21-23

1. Review 1 Corinthians 3:21-23 by writing these verses out here.

2. How do the following verses affirm the truth of 1 Corinthians 3:23a?


a.
Acts 20:28b:

b. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20:
3. What does the statement in 1 Corinthians 3:23b mean?

4. If you were amidst the contentions of the Corinthian church, how does the knowledge that you are Christ’s change your perspective?  What truth in 1 Corinthians 3:16–23 enlarges your understanding of God’s plan and purpose for the church and your life?

5. What did Jesus pray as He sought the Father on our behalf in John 17:20-22?

6. Write out a prayer below for the ‘church’ you are in today in light of your study this week.
“Jesus my Lord will love me forever,

From Him no pow’r of evil can sever,

He gave His life to ransom my soul, now I belong to Him;

Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me,

Not for the years of time alone, but for eternity.”







©Words and music by Norman J. Clayton

(Pastor Chuck’s father’s favorite hymn)

7. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 – 23 and record the phrases that contain the key words: Temple, God/Spirit, or Worldly Wisdom/Wise in the appropriate column below.  As you record the phrases, think about what each one says about the key word.  

“Your Are the Temple of God - Therefore Be Holy!”

	Verse
	Temple
	Verse
	God/Spirit
	Verse
	Wordly Wisdom/Wise

	16.


	Do you not know that you are the Temple of God?
	16
	You are the Temple of God.


	18
	If any among you seems to be wise in this age…


8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FINISH THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“…Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________













Ephesians 2:20b-22

“Loved with everlasting love, Led by grace that love to know-

Spirit breathing from above, Thou hast taught me it is so!

O this full and perfect peace From His presence all divine-

In a love which cannot cease, I am His and He is mine.”
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