“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 4











Lesson 10

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 – 4:21

1. If you were in the congregation of Corinth listening to the reading of this letter, what phrase, verse, or thought from 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 would you want to share or discuss with a friend later? Why? 

2. In 1 Corinthians 4, Paul concludes his exhortation to the Corinthian believers concerning the strife and division in their church.  Ascribe a word or short sentence for each paragraph that describes the ‘tone’ of each passage.  Use a dictionary to define these words:

a. 1 Corinthians 4:1-5:  _____________________
b. 1 Corinthians 4:6-13:   ___________________ 

c. 1 Corinthians 4:14-17:  ____________________
d. 1 Corinthians 4:18-21:  ____________________  

3. This chapter is rich in verses, sentences, phrases and subjects on which to meditate.  A casual reading of this chapter might cause you to miss these important ideas.  Begin your study of 1 Corinthians 4 with a prayer asking the Lord to open your eyes to see the wonderful truths in His Word and to help you understand, embrace, and retain those concepts which are applicable to your life today.  Write your prayer here.

4.
Carefully review 1 Corinthians 4 looking for repeated phrases and words that support the context.  Record your findings in the chart.  

	 Judge
Verses 1-5
	Puffed Up = Boast
Verses 6-13
	Warn = Teach = Instructors
Verses 14-17
	Power
Verses 18-21

	3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 


	6 ... that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.


	
	

	Paragraph Summary


	Paragraph Summary


	Paragraph Summary


	Paragraph Summary




“Open my eyes, illuminate me,

Spirit Divine.”
4. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, 

as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, 

but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.”









Romans 12:3-5
Second Day: Pray and Read 1Corinthians 4:1-5

1. As we work through chapter four, be mindful of this question: How does this passage relate to the problem of division and contention in the Corinthian church?  
a. With this in mind how does Paul want these believers to regard Apollos and him in                       1 Corinthians 4:1?
b. Who or What do Paul and Apollos represent?

2. The Greek word translated ministers in this verse is not the same word used in 1 Corinthians 3:5.  Use Bible study tools or dictionary to find the meaning of ministers (Strong’s # 5257) in 1Corinthians 4:1.

a. Whose ministers were Paul and Apollos?

b. Stewards (#3623) signifies those who have been entrusted as overseers of someone else’s property.  Over what were these ministers’ stewards according to 1 Corinthians 4:1?
c. What does the phrase mean?

3. What are the requirements for stewards from 1 Corinthians 4:2?
a. In your own words, how would you define faithful stewards in the context of 

      1 Corinthians 4:1-2?

4. By observing the key word and its affiliates often repeated in 1 Corinthians 4:3-5, we are made sharply aware of a cause of the strife in the Corinthian church.  What is the key word? 

5. What does Paul say about the following as it concerns him:  (Use other versions if you desire.)


a.
Judged of you (verse 3):


b.
I judge (verse 3b-4a):


c.
The Lord (verse 4b):


d.
The Timing (verse 5):
6. Why does Paul consider himself guilty as he makes the statement “…My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent.”  Look up the following verses for your answer:

a. Psalm 19:12:

b. Psalm 139:23-24:
7. 1 Corinthians 4:4 Paul said “…It is the Lord Who judges me.” (NIV).   “Therefore…” what are they to do according to 1 Corinthians 4:5a?   (Write this command in large bold letters and ask the Lord to reinforce this truth in your life.)

a. What is the time frame of this judging?
b. Why were the Christians to withhold judgments (with a condemning attitude)?  Find your answer in 1 Corinthians 4:5b and write it phrase by phrase.

c. Who alone knows the counsels (motives) of the heart?
d. From whom would these ministers and Christians receive praise?

8. One expositor says the last phrase of 1 Corinthians 4:5 could be a veiled threat to Christians.  Keeping in mind our previous study in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 how does Jeremiah 17:9-10 explain this idea?

9. Reflect for a moment on the following phrases in the context of 1 Corinthians 4:5.  How might these phrases work as a deterrent for a judgmental attitude?
a. “Therefore judge nothing before the time” 
b. “God will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.”
c. Then each one's praise will come from God. 

10. As you review today’s lesson, remember that Paul’s exhortation was directed to the proud and carnal individuals who were causing contentions and division among the Corinthian believers.   Highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.
WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, 

as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, 

but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.”









Romans 12:3-5

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 4:6-9

1. Why did Paul use himself and Apollos as an illustration for the Corinthian believers according to 

1 Corinthians 4:6b?

a. In 1 Corinthians 4:6b the phrase, “be puffed up.”  Paul uses could be paraphrased “be inflated with pride.”  How did their boasting in men to the point of strife and division expose this attitude?

2. Often people who are impressed with an eloquent, polished speaker think other preachers/teachers are beneath them and Christians who do not share their viewpoint are beneath them as well.  
a. What questions does Paul ask in 1 Corinthians 4:7?  
b. How are those questions answered in James 1:17?
c. Think of your life in relation to 1 Corinthians 4:7; then read Ephesians 2:8-9 and consider what you possess that you did not receive from the Lord?

The very Excellencies

That were the grounds for division

Were gifts from the Lord. 




Selah

3. 1 Corinthian 4:8-9 is written in a tone of irony or sarcasm.  What point is Paul making with this sarcastic description?    
a. The word spectacle likens the situation of the apostles to those in the gladiator’s arena.  For the Corinthians this would have been is very descriptive. They were familiar with the pomp of Roman parades through their streets displaying groups of captives who were soon to face wild animals in the arena.  To whom did Paul say the apostles were exhibited (set forth) as spectacles?

4. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you most and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANK’S OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“For I say, through the ____________ given to me, to _______________ who is among you, 

_____ to think of himself more _____________ than he ____________ to think, but to think _______________, 

as ______ has dealt to each one a measure of ____________. For as we have _________ members in one body, 

but ____ the members do _____ have the ____________ function, so we, being many, 

are _____ body in Christ, and ____________________ members of one another.”













Romans 12:3-5

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 4:10-13

1. Continue Paul’s contrast of the prideful (puffed up) Corinthians and the apostles’ example of humility in 1 Corinthians 4:10.  Feel free to look up the words!
	You are
	We are

	
	


2. It was much easier for the Corinthians to sit in the church assembly and be contentious than to be on the front lines presenting the gospel to people who despised and rejected the apostles even to the point of buffeting (literally to strike a blow with the fist, descriptive of the frequent beatings slaves received from their masters).  Think of the things the apostles endured to bring the gospel to the western world and the enormous benefits we have today because of their willingness to lay down their lives for Christ to evangelize the world. What sufferings and deprivations did the apostles receive from the following verses?

a. 2 Corinthians 11:23-28:

b. Acts 5:18-42:

c. Acts 7:58-60 :

d. Acts 12:2-3:

e. Revelation 1:9:

3. From 1 Corinthians 4:13, what does the phrase “…until now” say about what Paul was experiencing as he was writing this letter to the Corinthians from Ephesus?   Look it up in the KJV to help with your answer.
a. Once again what was Paul’s perspective for life and ministry according to Acts 20:22-24?
4. Not only did Paul labor, working with his own hands (see Acts 20:34) but he followed Christ’s example in his suffering.  See 1 Peter 2:21-23.  Observe this by filling in the following chart.
	Complete the following statements using 1 Corinthians 4:12-13



	
	We:  labor, working with our own hands.



	Being: Reviled

	We:  



	Being:  


	We:  



	Being:  


	We:  



	
	We have been:  




5. How does Paul’s suffering follow the pattern of Christ’s suffering as recorded in 1 Peter 2:21-23?

a. What should the believer’s attitude be when rejected or persecuted for Christ?

6. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:
“For I say, ______________ the __________ given to me, to everyone who is among you, 

not to __________ of himself more ____________ than he ought to think, but to think _______________, 

as God has __________ to each one a _____________ of faith. 

For as we have many __________________ in one body, 

but ____ the ________________ do not have the _____________ function, so we, being many, 

are ______ __________ in Christ, and individually __________________ of one another.”












Romans 12:3-5

Fifth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-21

1. Paul’s purpose in writing these things is revealed in 1 Corinthians 4:14.  By contrasting the Corinthian’s lives and walk with the Apostle’s walk of the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul wanted the Corinthians to recognize their own puffed-up attitude and behavior was not consistent with the new life in Christ they were supposed to be living.  How does Paul do this in 1 Corinthians 4:14? 
2. Using Bible study tools or dictionary research the word instructors (Strong’s # 3807) used in                          1 Corinthians 4:15.  
3. They were blessed by other instructors, but they had only one spiritual father.  In this verse the Corinthians had many instructors but only one spiritual father.  In light of this relationship what does Paul urge them to do from 1 Corinthians 4:15-16 and 1 Corinthians 11:1?

a. Perhaps with all their infighting they had forgotten his example when he was with them in Corinth those eighteen months.  Who did Paul send to Corinth to remind the believers of his ways in Christ?
b. How would you introduce him from Paul’s description of him in 1 Corinthians 4:17?

4. Why were some of these Corinthians puffed-up according to 1 Corinthians 4:18? 

5. How did Paul deal with this according to 1 Corinthians 4:19-20?

a. What does the phrase “…if the Lord wills…” (1 Corinthians 4:19) signify?

b. Every believer should think seriously about 1 Corinthians 4:20.  What is this verse saying?

6. Paul is not interested in these believers’ talk.  He wants to know if there is power in their lives.  How does the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives affect the way we talk (our speech) according to Ephesians 5:18-21? 
7. What choice did Paul offer the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 4:21? 

8. What do you learn of the Lord’s methods and purposes in discipline according to Hebrews 12:6-11?

a. Disciplining of the believers is painful for those who truly love His people but it is necessary when there is division and strife.  How can we avoid the need for discipline?

9. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE THEN TRY TO RECITE IT ON YOUR OWN:

“For I say, through the grace given to me,

 to everyone who is among you, 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, 

but to think soberly, 

as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

For as we have many members in one body, 

but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.”










Romans 12:3-5

“Keep us in Your hands, Lord, keep us in your hands

Let Your Spirit correct us in all things

Keep us in Your Word, Lord, keep us in Your Word

To know Your will in every situation

Here in Your love, keep us forever, and in

Your wisdom teach us

Here in Your love, keep us together,

Keep us forever, Lord.”




Kerusso
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