“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 5

 









Lesson 11

“It's not enough to own a Bible; we must read it. 

It's not enough to read it; we must let it speak to us. 

It's not enough to let it speak to us; we must believe it. 

It's not enough to believe it; we must live it." 







William Ward
First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 4:1 – 5:13

1. Meditate on 1 Corinthians 4:16-17 in relationship to your life.  What are some of Paul’s ways from                1 Corinthians 4 that are an example for you to follow?

a. If you could pick out one verse that ministers to you from chapter 4, what would it be and why?

2. Every Christian needs to study 1 Corinthians 5.   In our present sexually permissive culture many Christians are deceived or misled concerning their appropriate attitudes and behavior towards Christians who are indulging in immorality.  God’s standard for the Christian does not change with the culture no matter whether it is the first century or the twenty-first century.  Chapter 5 is a pattern for the individual and the church to follow in response to confirmed reports of a believer’s continuing involvement in sexual sin.  Note and mark the paragraphs in this chapter and briefly state the topic of each: 
a.
1 Corinthians 5:1-5:

b.
1 Corinthians 5:6-8:

c.
1 Corinthians 5:9-13:

“Seek the LORD while He may be found,

Call upon Him while He is near.

Let the wicked forsake his way,

And the unrighteous man his thoughts;

Let him return to the LORD,

And He will have mercy on him;

And to our God,

For He will abundantly pardon.”





Isaiah 55:6-7
3. Many Christians resist the instructions of this chapter because they do not recognize God’s loving purpose in His instructions. Before moving further into chapter five, pray for the mind of Christ as you read these verses.  Ask the Lord to erase preconceived ideas and help you see His love through discipline and His protection through His exhortations. Finally, submit your desires and will to Him asking His Spirit to enable your desire to be obedient to His will and His ways.  Write a sentence to Him as a prayer:   

4. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”










Galatians 5:24-26

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-5


1. In addition to contention, what other sins resulted from carnality in the Corinthian church?

2. Using Bible study tools or dictionary research the meaning of the Greek word fornication (Strong’s #4202).

a. Think of the licentious, depraved, pagan culture in Corinth and then Paul’s description of the sin.  The Gentiles (pagans or heathens) utterly condemn what you condone.  How would the Mosaic Law deal with this sin according to Leviticus 20:11?

b. Equally as shocking as the sin itself, was the Corinthian believers’ tolerance of it.  “When we cease to take a serious view of sin we are in a dangerous position (Carlyle).”  These prideful believers were so busy boasting they ignored flagrant sexual immorality.  According to                      1 Corinthians 5:2b what should have been their attitude?

1) Paul was not physically present to deal with the unrepentant believer so he tells the Corinthian church to take corrective action. What does Paul tell them to do according to  1 Corinthians 5:4-5? 
2) Paul’s instructions to the Corinthians are specific in how to confront the problem.  What are the necessary  preparations to be done on the part of the confronting believers according to the following verses:
a) Verse  4:

b) Verse 5a: 
3. The phrase “taken away from among you (1 Corinthians 5:2c),” refers to the man’s removal from the church (body of believers).  Using Bible study tools or dictionary research the meaning of judged (Strong’s #2919) in 1 Corinthians 5:3?

a. From 1 Corinthians 5:5b why were Corinthian believers commanded to remove this man?

4. What does the phrase “…deliver such a one unto Satan…” mean?
a. Remember God’s dealings with a sinning Christian are always for the purpose of correction and restoration.  In Hebrews 12:5-11 what is revealed about chastening or disciplining? 

b. The term “of the flesh” (1 Corinthians 5:5) refers to the sin nature (see Romans 6:11-13). So what is the supreme purpose of this discipline according to 1 Corinthians 5:5c?

5. To what does “…the day of the Lord Jesus…” refer (1 Corinthians 5:5)?

6. Chastening is meant to accomplish two goals: first, immediate attitude and character change; second, eternal salvation.  How is chastening described in Hebrews 12:11? (Try to memorize this verse!)

a. What was the result of chastening or affliction in the life of the Psalmist according to                 Psalm 119:67?

7. Have you experienced God’s corrective discipline in your life?  (Share your life lesson with the group if the experience is not too personal.)

“If Thou hadst not been stern to me, but left me free,

I had forgotten myself and Thee.

For sins so sweet as minds ill-bent rarely repent,

Until they meet their chastisement.” 






Revised

8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“And __________ who are ________________ have crucified the _________ 
with its ______________ and _____________. 

If we __________ in the ___________________, let us also ____________ in the ______________. 

Let us ____ become ______________, ___________________ one another, ______________ one another.”










Galatians 5:24-26

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

1. Instead of delivering “the sinner over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh that his spirit may be saved” what were the Corinthians doing according to 1 Corinthians 5:6a?

2. Why is tolerance of sin harmful to the church according to 1 Corinthians 5:6?
a. Paul uses the metaphor of leaven to illustrate the detrimental affect of sin tolerated in the body of believers.  In what way is the presence of a sexually immoral Christian in the church similar to leaven and what does Paul instruct them to do in 1 Corinthians 5:7a?
b. How have Christians been freed from this corrupting principle according to 1 Corinthians 5:7c?

c. What does the phrase “a new lump” from 1 Corinthians 5:7 signify in your life?
3. Explain the phrase “Christ our Passover”  in 1 Corinthians 5:7c using the following verses:
a. Exodus 12:3-6:
b. Exodus 12:21-24:

c. Acts 8:32:
d. 1 Peter 1:18-19:

4. Today, Orthodox Jews prepare for Passover by thoroughly searching their house to remove all traces of leaven.  Our custom of spring-cleaning is derived from this practice.  The phrase “keep the feast” in        1 Corinthians 5:8, means we need to remove the leaven in our life.  What leaven is specifically mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:8a?

a. If you become aware of a leavening friendship in your life what should you do?
5. Old leaven is like the starter lump used in baking leavened bread.  Malice (depravity) in this passage denotes evil in general and wickedness (plots to sin) refers to a lifestyle of sexual sin.  What are we to use in “keeping the feast”  according to 1 Corinthians 5:8b?

a. The Jews were to keep or celebrate the feast for seven days.  The Christian is to keep the feast continually by living his entire life in sincerity (purity) and truth.  How should we do this according to 1 John 1:7-9?

“My life, my love I give to Thee,                                                                                                                                                            Thou Lamb of God Who died for me;                                                                                                                                                     O may I ever faithful be, My Savior and my God!”
                                                                                                                               




R.E. Hudson
6. From John 1:29 what does John call Jesus? 
7. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”










Galatians 5:24-26

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 5:9-11

1. Most Bible scholars agree that the epistle Paul references in 1 Corinthians 5:9 has not been preserved; however, some believe that 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1 is a portion of that letter.  What specific instructions are given to the Corinthian believers in 1 Corinthians 5:9?

a. What misunderstanding does Paul correct in 1 Corinthians 5:10?

b. Why and when is it permissible to associate with “people of the world” (1 Corinthians 5:10), according to Philippians 2:15b-16a?
c. According to Luke 5:30-32 what was Jesus’ purpose in associating with unbelievers?

2. From 1 Corinthians 5:10 how many categories of  “…the immoral of this world…” can you list and define? 

3. Finish the sentence from 1 Corinthians 5:11a to emphasize whom Paul directed the command in           1 Corinthians 5:9 to “not keep company with the sexually immoral people.”

But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone ___________ ___ ______________,”
4. Define the sins mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:11 and their influence on other believers by filling in the following chart:

	Sin mentioned


	Definition of the sin
	How this affects our world today?
	How this sin can influence believers?



	Sexually Immoral

#4205 = Pornos


	Prostitute… to sell or give away sexually; a whore-monger, an unclean person.  To commit Fornication = sex outside of marriage.
	Enticing the fleshly desires to partake in immorality… To embolden others to have any type of sex outside marriage, making it the “norm”.
	Believers are bombarded with immorality around us; the world glamorizes it desensitizing us to it when we are not walking in the Spirit and guarding our hearts.


	Covetous

#4123 = Pleonektes


	
	
	

	Idolater
#1496 = eidolalatres


	
	
	

	Reviler
#3060 = Loidoros

	
	
	

	Drunkard
#3183 = Methusos


	
	
	

	Extortioner
#727 = Harpax


	
	
	


a. What is Paul’s final edict in 1 Corinthians 5:11c?

5. For the First Century Church, eating together signified becoming one.  Read Acts 2:46-47 and record your observations concerning the practice of breaking bread.

a. How does 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 add to your understanding of 1 Corinthians 5:6-11?
6. Many Christians find the exhortation of 1 Corinthians 5:11 too difficult to execute.  How does Ephesians 5:1-17 help in understanding the purpose and importance of compliance with this command?

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,                                                                    denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,                                                                                                    and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ”                                                                                                                












Titus 2:11-13

7. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

FILL IN THE BLANK’S OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“And those who are Christ's have _____________ the __________ with its ______________ and ____________. 

If we _____________ in the ______________, let us also ____________ in the __________. 

Let us not become __________________, provoking one another, _______________ one another.”













Galatians 5:24-26

Fifth Day:  Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 5:12-13
1.         Who are those “outside” or “without” mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:12?
2.  
Who judges those “without” according to 1 Corinthians 5:13?
3. 
Who are Christians commanded to judge in 1 Corinthians 5:12b?
a. What is the purpose of this judgment according to 1 Corinthians 5:5c-6b?
4. 
Review Chapter 5.  Finally, what is Paul’s directive concluding chapter five according to 1 Corinthians 
5:13?  To whom, specifically, should the Corinthian believers apply this command?
5. Read the following scriptures and define the heart attitude necessary before we engage in disciplinary action against believers:
a. 2 Corinthians 2:4:
b. Galatians 6:1:

6. Unfortunately, many believers stop at the “putting out” of the sinner.  However, this is not to be the end of the story.  Apparently this discipline (united disapproval) produced the desired results in the Corinthian Church.  What then was to be the attitude of the believers toward the repentant sinner from 2 Corinthians 2:6-8?
7. In light of  2 Corinthians 2:6-11 (below), why is it important that he be forgiven?
“Remember that the man I wrote about, who caused all the trouble, has not caused sorrow to me as much as to all the rest of you – though I certainly have my share in it too.  I don’t want to be harder on him than I should.  He has been punished enough by your united disapproval.  Now it is time to forgive him and comfort him.  Otherwise he may become so bitter and discouraged that he won’t be able to recover.  Please show him now that you still do love him very much… A further reason for forgiveness is to keep from being outsmarted by Satan; for we know what he is trying to do.”
                                                                         2 Corinthians 2:5-8 & 11 TLB
a. If believers refuse to forgive a repentant sinner what might result according to 2 Corinthians 2:6-11?
1) In the repentant believer (verse 7b)?
2) In the church (verse 11)?
8. Spend some time reflecting on the passage you have read this week.  Then, spend some time allowing God to search your heart; pray that God would do a work in the body of Christ and your heart today.     

9. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE FROM MEMORY:










Galatians 5:24-26

“Oh! To be like Thee, oh! To be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.”                                                                                                                                                    



Thomas O. Chisholm
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