“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 11-12










Lesson 17

First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 11

1. Share a scripture or phrase from 1 Corinthians 10 that has prodded you into a more fervent walk with the Lord.

2. In chapter eleven Paul addresses problems in the public worship services of the Corinthian church. Mark the paragraph divisions as follows and summarize in a brief title the contents of each passage. Use the reference provided in the parentheses for help.  


a.
1 Corinthians 11:2-16 (verse 5):


b.
1 Corinthians 11:17-22 (verses 20-21):


c.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (verse 11:23):

d.
1 Corinthians 11:27-32 (verse 27):
e. 1 Corinthians 11:33-34 (verse 33):

3. Most Bible scholars would attach 1 Corinthians 11:1 to 1 Corinthians 10; therefore, contemplate Paul’s instruction in 1 Corinthians 11:1 in light of 1 Corinthians 10:33.  What example in                                 1 Corinthian 10:33 are we urged to follow?

a.
How, specifically, can you act on 1 Corinthians 10:33?
b.
What part of your lesson is most difficult for you each week?

c.
Write a prayer asking the Lord to help you, encourage you, and enable you to overcome this 
difficulty.  
4. Write the promise of Isaiah 41:13 to bolster your faith:

5. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."











John 13:34-35

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 11

1. In 1 Corinthians 11:3 what did Paul want the Corinthian believers to know?  Answer by filling in the following:

	THE HEAD OF
	IS

	
	

	
	

	
	


a. Why did God established this chain of authority?

2. Review God’s creation of man and woman from Genesis 2:18-24.  Record the reason God made woman.

a. How do God’s ideals differ from that espoused in our current culture?

b. Whose guidance do you choose to follow and why?

c. Selfishness and sin mar God’s ideal for the family structure; what is your part in pursuing His ideal?
“The wise woman builds her house,

But the foolish pulls it down with her hands.

She who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD,

But she who is perverse in her ways despises Him.”







Proverbs 14:1-2
3. In 1 Corinthians 11:4-6 Paul is referring to social customs of the time; specifically, the veil represents subjection to authority.  Continuing the theme of chapter ten, believers are urged to abide by the standards of their culture lest they offend.  How might ignoring Paul’s instruction hinder the witness of the Corinthian church in the community, and/or fuel problems within the church?

a. How might women praying with an uncovered head precipitate controversy in the Corinthian church?

4. Choose a paragraph in 1 Corinthians 11 to study this week answering the following questions concerning the paragraph:

a. What does it say?  (Use words from the paragraph and be brief - don’t embellish the content.)

b. What does it mean?  (Explain in your own words what the paragraph says.)

c. How does it apply to my life?  (Asking questions is a good way to discover a personal application; for example, “Am I contentious with others concerning areas of disagreement?  What should be my focus when I take communion?”
5. Read through 1 Corinthians 11 again.  Watch for the word praise.  Why did Paul praise the Corinthian believers? 
Verse 2:

a. Why did he not praise them?


Verses 17-19:

Verses 20b-22:

b. Which of these paragraphs is relevant to the church today?

6. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."











John 13:34-35
Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 12

1. 1 Corinthians 12-14 addresses gifts of the Holy Spirit and the proper use of those gifts.  This twelfth chapter discusses the importance of each member in the body (the church) because of our interdependence on one another.  Why is Paul writing to the Corinthian church about spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1)?
2. The believers are reminded that in their pagan past they had been controlled and carried away to
 
  
 
  (1 Corinthians 12:2).
3. They were deluded and deceived.   According to Ephesians 2:2 who controls the unbeliever’s life?

4. The Holy Spirit leads believers in Christ.  In 1 Corinthians 12:3 Paul gives believers a simple guideline to distinguish between demon spirits and the Spirit of God.  Write that guideline here:

5. According to 1 John 4:1-3, what are we told to do?  Why?
6. Does 1 Corinthians 12:3 mean that no man can utter the words Jesus is Lord?  Why or why not? (See            2 Corinthians 11:14-15 to help with your answer).
7. A person controlled by the Holy Spirit cannot call Jesus, “accursed” according to 1 Corinthians 12:3.  What will a person controlled by the Holy Spirit call Jesus?  

a. Reflect on this phrase, then write what this means.

Jesus is Lord!

O’er sin the mighty conqueror.

From death He rose and all His foes shall own His Name.

Jesus is Lord!

God sends His Holy Spirit to show by works of power that

Jesus is Lord! 





D. Mantel
8. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.
FILL IN THE BLANKS OF THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE

A new _____________________I give to you, that you ____________ one _________________; 
as ____ have _______________ you, that you also __________ one ___________________. 
By this all will _________that you are My_______________, if you have __________for one another."













John 13:34-35

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-13

1. After assuring believers that Jesus is not accursed, Paul explains the source of all spiritual gifts which is the triune God.  Using the chart below, list three key terms for spiritual gifts used in 1 Corinthians 12:4–6 in the left-hand column then define those terms in the right-hand column. 
	
	Differences
	
	Source



	Verse 4a

Strong’s

# 5486

	Charisma - diversities of gifts = spiritual endowment; qualifications

	Verse 4b
	Pneuma = The Same Spirit; the Holy Spirit

	Verse 5a

Strong’s #1248

	
	Verse 5b
	

	Verse 6a

Strong’

# 1755

	
	Verse 6b
	


a. According to 1 Corinthians 12:7, what is the purpose of these gifts?

2. The Holy Spirit showers the body of Christ (the church) with gifts of service.  In the chart provided, list nine gifts of the Spirit recorded in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. Then read Romans 12:3-8 and Ephesians 4:11 and add to that list.
	1 Corinthians 12:8-10
Gifts
	1 Corinthians 12:28-30
Offices & Gifts
	Romans 12:6-8
Gifts
	Ephesians 4:11-12

Gifts & Why

	
	
	
	


OPTIONAL:
Using Bible study tools or dictionary define each of these gifts on a separate sheet of paper.

3. What analogy does Paul use in 1 Corinthians 12:12 to describe the church?
4. What do you learn from the following scriptures about this analogy?
a. Romans 12:4-5:  
b. Galatians 3:26-28:  

c. Ephesians 4:15-16: 
5. What is the meaning of the phrase, “have all been made to drink into one Spirit” from                                       1 Corinthians 12:13?
6. No matter the difference in race or status Christians are united as one body; yet each individual is unique.  Therefore, the body of believers is unified not uniform.  Write your response to this?  
7. State the primary purpose for receiving these gifts:

a. How do we receive these gifts according to Matthew 7:11?  
b. Why is each member essential to the body?

8.   In what way has this lesson increased your appreciation for other members of the body?
“Bind us together Lord, bind us together

With cords that cannot be broken,

Bind us together Lord, bind us together

Bind us together with Love

There is only One God.  There is only One King.

There is only one body, that is why I sing.”

9.   Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."











John 13:34-35

Fifth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-31

1. Paul uses the analogy of the human body (1 Corinthians 12:14, 17 & 21) to illustrate that each member is dependent on the other members.  Some believers err when they fail to recognize their importance to the body; other members err when they think some members are less important.  Whether or not you recognize your own spiritual gift, as a believer you are necessary and valuable to the church.  Support this statement by summarizing the truths presented in 1 Corinthians 12:14-24.

2. What comfort and contentment do you find in 1 Corinthians 12:18?

3. What attitude generates the idea that an unseen or weaker member is unnecessary?

c. How are these attitudes addressed in 1 Corinthians 12:21-24?

4. What is the reasoning behind the instruction in 1 Corinthians 12:25-26?

5. To understand 1 Corinthians 12:26a, consider how the human body suffers when one part experiences injury and that the whole body is stressed compensating for the injured part. Are you a “1 Corinthians 12:26” Christian or are you aloof to the joys and sorrows of others in the body?   

6. Spend time this week meditating on the body of Christ and your relationship with other members in the body 1 Corinthians 12:14–-26. List a specific step you can take to act on the truths of this passage.

a.
What believer are you rejoicing with or suffering with currently? 
Ah, how skillful grows the hand that obeyeth love’s command!

It is the heart and not the brain, that to the highest doth attain,

And he who followeth love’s behest far excelleth al the rest.







H.W. Longfellow

7. In 1 Corinthians 12:27-28 the first three gifts refer to spiritually gifted individuals God has set in the Church (see also Ephesians 4:11).  They are the gifts the Lord bestows on the church leadership.  What is the point of Paul’s questions in 1 Corinthians 12:29-30?


a.
1 Corinthians 12:31a exhorts us to 





________________.


b.
Using Bible study tools or dictionary define the word earnestly (Strong’s #2206)

8. A common paraphrase for best in this passage is the most useful.  If you earnestly desire to be the most useful contributor to the body of Christ, write a prayer in the space provided expressing that desire. 

9. The more excellent way (1 Corinthians 12:31b) is LOVE.  How does a lack of love in ministry hinder “body life/development”?

a. Identify a few of the characteristics evident in one who is walking the more excellent way.

10. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEKS MEMORY VERSE FROM MEMORY










John 13:34-35

The difference between “duty” and “love”

Is that the first represents

Sinai and the second represents Calvary.
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