“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

1 Corinthians 13 
Love ~ A More Excellent Way











Lesson 18
First Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 13
1. If you were sitting in the congregation at Corinth listening to this letter from Paul, what particular part of            1 Corinthians 11-12 would you want to talk over with a friend as soon as possible?
2. Share a personal experience from your week that required the coordination of the “hands” and “feet” of the body of Christ to accomplish a task.

3. 1 Corinthians 13 is a Hymn or Psalm of Love.   It introduces a quality of life unknown outside of Jesus Christ, and describes the love we are to have for God and others (Matthew 22:37-39).  Take time for this chapter as it is time well spent.  Keep in mind the phrase from 1 Corinthians 12:31, “a more excellent way” as you note and mark paragraph divisions.  Summarize the theme of each section by supplying a word to complete each phrase:

a.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3




of love (charity)

b.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7




of love (charity)

c.
1 Corinthians 13:8-13



of love (charity)

4. The word charity in this chapter is better translated as love, and the Greek word for love in Chapter 13 is agape.   What do you see in John 3:16 that helps you better understand Agape love?
5. Agape love is more than emotion based on our mood or the behavior of others; it is supernatural love.  Who is the source of Agape love according to Romans 5:5 and Galatians 5:22a?

6. Practically, how is Agape love manifested in our lives? 

“Love one another for love is of God,

He who loves is born of God, and knows God.

He who does not love, does not know God.

For God is love.”

7. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 

to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 










Colossians 3:14-16

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

1. 1 Corinthians 13 is intentionally sandwiched between the contents of 1 Corinthians 12 and                          1 Corinthians 14 challenging believers to walk in love that transcends spiritual gifts, ministries, and natural love thereby authenticating the gospel we proclaim. Complete the sentences in the chart below and observe the worthlessness of Christian service that is not motivated by or exercised in love. 
	Verse
	Though I...
	And have not love, I ...am

	1


	Speak with the tongues of men and of angels,


	I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 



	2


	
	

	3


	
	


a. Highlight each gift or service recorded in the paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13:1-3:  

If I had the gift of being able to speak in other languages without learning them, and could speak in every language there is in all of heaven and earth, but didn’t love others, I would only be making noise.  If I had the gift of prophecy and knew all about what is going to happen in the future, knew everything about everything, but didn’t love others, what good would it do?  Even if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, I would still be worth nothing at all without love.  If I gave everything I have to poor people, and if I were burned alive for preaching the Gospel but didn’t love others, it would be of no value whatever.     
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 TLB.  

2. Which gift do you find most impressive?  Why?

3. Comment on the consequence of failing to practice that gift in love (agape).

4. Define the parallels between Mark 12:33 and 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
5. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 

to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 










Colossians 3:14-16

Third Day: Read 1Corinthians 13:4-5

1. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 describes fifteen facets of love.  Using the chart below, list nine facets of love in  1 Corinthians 13:4-5 then define each facet referencing Bible study tools.  

	Verse
	Facet of Agape Love
	Definition

	4
	Love suffers long
	Love patiently endures, is longsuffering and is forbearing.



	4

	
	

	4

	
	

	4

	
	

	4

	
	

	5

	
	

	5

	
	

	5

	
	

	5

	
	


2. According to Colossians 1:11 how are we enabled to be patient, long-suffering and kind?
3. What encouragement do you receive from Ephesians 3:16-20 concerning a desire to have and express Agape love?

4. Share a specific incident in which someone showed you a facet of Agape love.  How did this experience affect you?
5. Only Jesus consistently expresses the love of 1 Corinthians 13:4–7.  Read Romans 8:28-29.  In light of God’s plan that we be conformed to the image of Jesus, who or what is God using in your life to chip away at the unloving aspects of your nature?  Instead of complaining, write a prayer of thanksgiving for what God is doing through the situation.

a. How do difficult relationships and adverse circumstances encourage growth in Agape love when you consider Romans 5:6-11?
6. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (below) aloud substituting Jesus in place of love.  As you read the passage again substituting your name for love, take note of what areas of your life are you still a “work in progress” and ask God for His grace in these areas!

“Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious,

never boastful or proud, never haughty or selfish or rude.

Love does not demand its own way.  It is not irritable or touchy.

It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it wrong.”








1 Corinthians 13:4-5 TLB
7.
Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.
FILL IN THE BLANK’S OF THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“But above _____ these things put on __________, which is the _______ of _____________________. 

And let the __________ of God _________ in your hearts, 

to which also you were ______________ in ____ body; and be ________________.” 










Colossians 3:14-16

Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 13:6-7

1. Review the first nine facets or attributes of love (agape) from 1 Corinthians 13:4-5.  Are these evident in your life?  In what situations or circumstances do you find it most easy to Agape love?

a. When is it most difficult?

2. Using the chart below to list the remaining six facets of Agape love in 1 Corinthians 13:6-7 and use Bible study tools to define them.

	Verse
	Facet of Love
	Definition

	6
	Does not rejoice in iniquity


	Does not rejoice or take pleasure in a brother or sister committing sin or having an injustice committed against that him/her.

	6

	
	

	7

	
	

	7

	
	

	7

	
	

	7

	
	


3. Human nature takes greater pleasure in someone’s misfortune rather than their good fortune.  Agape love rejoices in hearing good reports concerning others.  Why do you think human nature takes pleasure in others’ failures?

4. What are the consequences of gloating over others’ failures from Proverbs 17:5?

a. What does Proverbs 24:17-18 add to this?

5. Think about the phrase “love bears all things” from 1 Corinthians 13:7.  We think of bearing as carrying someone’s burden.  The Greek word translated, “bears,” is literally roof, to roof over, or cover; so, love builds a cover over.  What does 1 Peter 4:8 says about this?

a. When is it appropriate to cover a sin and when is it necessary to expose it?

6. “Love hopes all things” in 1 Corinthians 13:7.   Has your hope dimmed?  Use Romans 15:13 to rekindle hope within you by writing this verse phrase-by-phrase. 

a. What is the source of our hope as believers according to 1 Peter 1:3-7?  Meditate on this passage 
and allow God to bless you today!

7. If you are struggling with any facet of Agape love return to Romans 5:1-5.  How does this verse connect with your need?

Our love for Him is manifested in our love for others.
a. We have seen that this love is the fruit or product of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence.  What does John 15:5 teach us about this?
b. Pray and ask God to show you how to put this week’s verse into action and define/describe your action here. 

8. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE:

“But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 

to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 










Colossians 3:14-16

Fifth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

1. “…Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:8) meaning it never fades out, becomes obsolete, or ends.  Again, we see Agape love is the ‘way’ spiritual gifts are to operate.  What is the result of gifts apart from Agape (1 Corinthians 13:8- 9)?

a.
From 1 Corinthians 13:10 when will this happen?

2. Using your Bible study tools, define the phrase “…that which is perfect…” (Strong’s #5046)” from 1 Corinthians 13:10.
a. Why will spiritual gifts be obsolete when Jesus returns?

1) Philippians 3:20 -21:

2) 1 John 3:2:


a)
What does this hope cause us to do according to 1 John 3:3?

3. What does 1 Corinthians 13:12 say concerning now and then?  Organize your answer by  completing the chart:

	Now
	Then

	Now:
Now:

	Then:

Then:


4. The word glass in this verse is commonly translated mirror.  Corinth was famous for its mirrors which were probably polished metal.  Contrast the difference between seeing something reflected in a piece of polished metal and viewing something face to face.
a. Reflect on what it means to see our Lord face to face.  Write your thoughts here.

Face to face with Christ my Savior

Face to face what will it be

When with rapture I behold Him

Jesus Christ Who died for me.

5. According to 1 Corinthians 13:13 which things endure eternity?

a. Of the three qualities listed, which is the greatest?
b. Faith and hope are inward qualities but love is relational.  Record the origination and the progression of the love of God according to 1 John 4:9-11. Can you imagine living forever in an atmosphere of Agape love?  

6. In what way does 1 Corinthians 13 challenge you to examine your motives, thoughts and behavior?

a. In light of this chapter, why is love “…the more excellent way…” (1 Corinthians 12:31)?
“Love, love, love, love, Christians this is your call

Love your neighbor as yourself for God is love.”

7. In the chart provided list the behavior of love described in I Corinthians 13 and correlate it with a fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23.
	Parallel of Love & Fruit



	1 Corinthians 13:4-8 & 13 
(list behavior of love)
	Galatians 5:22-23 
(list by-product of the fruit of the Spirit)



	
	But the Fruit of the Spirit is: ________________.

The by-product of the Fruit of the Spirit is:


8. Read 1 John 3:10 through 1 John 5:1-5 (below) and highlight every reference to the word “love”, then summarize what you learn about “love” from these passages:
1 John 3:10

In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

1 John 5

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 
5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
a. Have you learned anything new from these passages about the Love of God (or yourself)?  Write out a prayer asking the Lord to work His love in and through you in a fresh new way today!

9. Review today’s lesson highlighting the Scripture or concept that ministered most to you and tell why.

WRITE OUT THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE FROM MEMORY:










Colossians 3:14-16
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