“A High Call in a Declining Culture”

Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation;

On You I wait all the day. 






Psalm 25:4-5

Review with 1 Corinthians 15 & 16
Lesson 21

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

 for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  

That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 









                 2 Timothy 3:16-17

FIRST DAY: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 1 and 2

1. 1 Corinthians 15:58 calls us to be “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” How has the study of 1 Corinthians worked these qualities into your life?

2. As the world spins out of control, what is necessary for a firm foundation that withstands the deception and confusion of our present time according to Proverbs 24:3-4? 
“Lord I will, Lord I will

I have made up my mind, Lord I will.

I have made up my mind to live by Your Word

Lord I will, Lord, I will.”

3. Who compelled Paul to share the gospel (see also Lesson 2 or Acts 18:1–21)?

a. What, therefore, is our part in reaching others for Christ?

4. According to 1 Corinthians 1:3-4, what do believers receive from God __________ and ___________.  How this made a difference in your life?

5. What is Paul’s plea to the Church from 1 Corinthians 1:10?

a. List the problems from 1 Corinthians 1:11-17?

6. The Corinthian believers gloried in men resulting in rivalry and division in the church.  How does disunity among believers affect our witness to “the world”?

a. How does disunity affect other believers?

b. How does disunity affect children in the church?
7. What do we have in Christ that addresses the world’s need in 1 Corinthians 1:30?


a.
What does 2 Peter 1:2-4 say that His divine power has given to those who believe?  Meditate on 


this!

8. Human wisdom cannot accomplish anything of eternal value.  Summarize in your own words what you are to keep in mind concerning 1 Corinthians 2.

9. We know from 1 Corinthians 2:16 that we have the mind of Christ and we are complete in Him.  If the Holy Spirit is allowed to control and direct our thinking, how will the mind of Christ be revealed through our attitudes and actions (Philippians 2:3-8)?

“Thou God of Mercy, God of Grace,

In thine own gift, Thy love we trace;

Thro’ Him by Whom thou calledst us,

Dost establish, strengthen, settle us.”

TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE: (From Lesson 3)
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”










 Ephesians 4:1-3

Second Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 3-5

1. The seduction and pollution of this world intrudes on our lives.  In Romans 12:2 we are told, “…do not be conformed to the world but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind…”
a. How does conformity to the world confirm carnality?
b. What confirms spirituality?  (Be careful with your answer...1 Samuel 16:7)
c. How are we transformed?

2. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 addresses the topic of service.  Which works are “gold,” “silver,” and “precious stones?” Support your answer using scripture.

3. In order to become wise, what is required in your life (1 Corinthians 3:18-20)?  

“Intellectual pride caused people to be cut off from one another rather than united.
Paul urges the reader to become a fool.

This is simply a way of urging him to be humble enough to learn.”








–barclay
4. In light of 1 Corinthians 4:14-21 the discipline of a believer is painful.  What do you learn concerning the Lord’s methods and purposes for discipline (Hebrews 12:6-11)?

“Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length;

Pressed so intensely it seems, beyond strength;

Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul,

Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll.

Pressure by foes, and pressure from friends.

Pressure on pressure, till life nearly ends.

Pressed into knowing no helper but God;

Pressed into loving the staff and the rod.

Pressed into liberty where nothing clings;

Pressed into faith for impossible things.

Pressed into living a life in the Lord.

Pressed into living a Christ-life outpoured.”






A.B. Simpson

5. To become a “new lump” 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 tells us to purge “old” leaven. In the Bible leaven is used for a type of sin because it spreads and permeates the entire body of believers, so Paul used this metaphor to illustrate the detrimental affect of sin.  In light of this truth, how should you handle an “old” leaven friendship?

a. How can this apply to child training?

TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE: (From Lesson 5)
“And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, 

but our sufficiency is from God.”







2 Corinthians 3:4-6

Third Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 6-10

1. What guidelines are offered in 1 Corinthians 6:12 and 1 Corinthians 10:23 concerning a believer’s liberty in Christ?

a. When contemplating an action what questions would be helpful?

2. Men and women have spiritual equality in Christ but they have physical, positional, and functional differences according to the Bible.  God’s blesses those that submit to His design.  How can our marriage model God’s perfect plan according to 1 Corinthians 7? 

a. How does this scripture apply to a single person or widow?

3. We sin against Christ when we purposefully wound a weak believer.  From the following Scriptures formulate questions that would provide believers a barometer for their actions toward weaker brethren.
a.
1 Corinthians 8:13:
b.
1 Corinthians 10:24b:
c. 
1 Corinthians 31-32:
d.
Galatians 5:13:
4. 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 speaks of running a race.  Running a race requires training and purpose.  As believers we are running toward our heavenly reward.  What resources can we access in our training to empower us to live the victorious Christian life?  Fill in the blanks below.

a. The H _ _ _ S_ _ _ _ _ working in us and through us.

b. The W _ _ _ of God.

c. O _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to the Lord.

d. P _ _ _ without ceasing.

e. F _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ with sisters in the Lord.

f. Can you think of any others to add to this list?

TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE: (From Lesson 13)
“The wise woman builds her house,

But the foolish pulls it down with her hands.”






Proverbs 14:1
Fourth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 10-13

1. In 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 believers are warned against participating in pagan feasts.  Partaking in a religious feast meant fellowshipping with the one worshiped at the feast.  Trusting in anything other than God is idolatry.  List examples of idolatry prevalent in our culture.  

d. What is it that consumes you day to day?  Spend some time in prayer and commit this to the Lord; trust Him with what concerns you today!
“I will serve no foreign gods or any other treasure

You are my heart’s desire

Spirit without measure unto Your Name

I will raise my sacrifice.”

2. Match each definition to the appropriate gift of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8-10; 28-30; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11).
Spiritual Gifts:  Faith, Prophecy, Word of Knowledge, Exhortation, Discernment, Miracles, Giving Apostles, Tongues, Helps, Word of Wisdom, Evangelist, Interpretation, Teaching, Mercy, Healings, Ministry, Leadership, Administrations/Government, Pastor.

The assimilation of facts




______________________________


Encouragement and comfort




______________________________


To speak forth God’s message



______________________________


Abilities to provide means of healing



______________________________


Shepherd, spiritual guide of a particular church

______________________________


Action that cannot be explained by natural means

______________________________


Communicating the message spoken in a tongue

______________________________


Trust, confidence, belief




______________________________


One sent






______________________________


One who declares the Good News



______________________________


Render assistance





______________________________


Distinguishing between spirits



______________________________


The proper application of knowledge



______________________________


To instruct






______________________________


To organize in relation to the church



______________________________


Any service needed by the body of Christ or members
______________________________


Show compassion on someone in an unhappy circumstance
______________________________


Ability to speak in unlearned languages


______________________________


One who distributes





______________________________


To preside over





______________________________

3. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts for the proper functioning of the church, and building the body of Christ.  Are you exercising the gifts that God has graciously given you for His glory? 

If you are not using your gifts, pray that He fills you with His infinite love.

“Spirit of the Living God,

Fall afresh on me.

Melt me, mold me,

Fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me.”




D. Iverson

4. While we would like to detail each gift of the Holy Spirit, there are too many diversities and differences in the manifestations for us to ever fully comprehend.  How is the manifestation of spiritual gifts through the life of a believer like a musical instrument?

5. As you read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 reflect on the love Christ demonstrated to you in bearing your sins and dying in your place. What new understanding do you glean from this passage as a result of reflection?

TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE: (From Lesson 12)
“But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, 

you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.”









Romans 6:22

“Face to face with Christ my Savior

Face to face what will it be

When with rapture I behold Him

Jesus Christ Who died for me.”

Fifth Day: Pray and Read 1 Corinthians 14-16

1. From 1 Corinthians 14 what are we to pursue as it pertains to the use of speaking gifts in any assembly of believers?
2. Why does Paul devote an entire chapter to tongues and prophecy?

a. How does the gift of tongues differ from other spiritual gifts?

3. Why is 1 Corinthians 13 placed between chapter 12 and 14?

4. Share an insight in 1 Corinthians 15 that ministers specifically to you:  

5. In 1 Corinthians 16 Paul concludes his letter with an emphatic exhortation.  Chapter 16 can be broken into four sections.  Record the main point in each section. 
a. 1 Corinthians 16:1-4:

1) What was the attitude of those who ‘gave' of their resources according to Romans 15:26-27?
2) How does this example of the early church speak to your heart?

b. 1 Corinthians 16:5-12:

1)
What was Paul’s underlying message in this section?

c. 1 Corinthians 16:13-18:

1)
How does Paul sum up his final exhortation in verse 14?
d. 1 Corinthians 16:19-24:

1)
What stands out to you in this final section?  Why?

6. Share a time you have experienced rest because a brother or sister provided you emotional, physical, or spiritual support in a tough time.
a. How can you be a source of refreshment to others?

“Then steadfast let us still remain

Though danger rise abound,

And in the work prescribed by God

Yet more and more abound.

Assured that though we labor now, 

We labor not in vain

But through the grace of Jesus Christ,

Our eternal crown shall gain.”






C.M.

7. Share the Scripture you found most edifying in your study of 1 Corinthians and why.
TODAYS MEMORY VERSE:  (From Lesson 18)
“But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 

to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” 










Colossians 3:14-16

Congratulations!  You have persevered through the letter of 1 Corinthians.  I pray you were blessed as God spoke and ministered to your heart!

Next September (should the Lord tarry) we’ll study Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth,                           2 Corinthians.  May God richly bless you as you continue in Him through the summer.  I love you and will pray for you as you continue your service to Him in love for one another for His glory.  

Love and blessings,

Sally
“For God did not appoint us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, 
we should live together with Him. 
Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, 
just as you also are doing.”






1 Thessalonians 5:9-11

MARANATHA! ~ LORD, POUR OUT YOUR SPIRIT AND COME QUICKLY!
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