
That We Would See Jesus…

Reflecting on His Ministry
“Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, 

For in You do I trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, 

For I lift up my soul to You.”

Psalm 143:8

Lesson 1 - The Forerunner to Jesus
INTRODUCTION

Reflecting on His Ministry is a study from each of the four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Each of the four Gospels, or “good news,” is uniquely written from a different perspective focusing on different aspects of the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Each day of our lessons, we will look at a particular Gospel account of Jesus’ life and delve into the various aspects of what God has recorded for us to learn; that we would see Jesus.  

The importance of prayer cannot be stressed enough as we begin our study each day, as it is His Holy Spirit that leads us in to all truth.   As we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will learn to trust Him and know the way we should walk. 

DAY ONE - OBSERVATION AND INTERPRETATION      

PRAY AND READ MATTHEW 3:1-12     
The Gospel of Matthew was written specifically for the Jews by a Jewish tax collector who became a disciple of Jesus.  Since Matthew is concerned with characterizing Jesus as the Promised King and Messiah, Old Testament kingdom promises run throughout this gospel.  His signature phrase, “the kingdom of heaven,” is used 32 times and nowhere else in all scripture.  He offers evidence after evidence to show that Jesus is heir to the kingly line.

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Matthew 3:1-12.

2. Re-read Matthew 3:1-12, this time answering the following questions:
3. Where did this take place according to Matthew 3:1?

4. Who is preaching from Matthew 3:1-2?

a. List what information you can find regarding John the Baptist from other scriptures, Bible dictionaries or encyclopedias.
5. What was John’s message from Matthew 3:2 and Matthew 3:11-12?
6. Who went out to hear this message from Matthew 3:5?
7. How did they respond according to Matthew 3:6?
a. What was the key element of their response?

8. What did John have to say to the Pharisees and Sadducees from Matthew 3:7?

9. What was John trying to get across with these harsh words to the Pharisees and Sadducees according to Romans 2:28-29?
10. According to Matthew 7:21 who will enter the Kingdom of Heaven?
“One by one the people come forward.  And out of the gravel of their broken hearts,
John begins to pave a Highway in the desert - a highway for the coming King”










Ken Gire

11. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why?
This week’s memory verse:  John 1:29

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

DAY TWO - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ MARK 1:1-8

The Gospel of Mark was written specifically for the Gentiles and Romans by John Mark, known as Mark.  He presents Jesus as a “Servant of God.”  His emphasis is on the deeds of Jesus more than His teachings.  Mark demonstrates the humility of Jesus as a “living example” by showing His service, obedience and sacrifice.

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Mark 1:1-8.
2. Re-read Mark 1:1-8 again and answer the following questions:

3. What was John doing in Mark 1:4?

4. Where did this take place according to Mark 1:4-5? 

5. How did “all” those who went to him respond according to Mark 1:5?

6. How is John dressed and what did he eat according to Mark 1:6?

7. Who did John preach about in Mark 1:7?

8. What two baptisms are being spoken about in Mark 1:8?

  a.   John’s Baptism:
       1)   What did Paul say this Baptism was for according to Acts 19:4?

              2)    What does 1 Peter 3:21 have to say about water baptism?                    

         b.
Jesus’ Baptism:
1)
Jesus told the Disciples to wait in Jerusalem for His baptism with the Holy Spirit, what does Acts 1:8 say Jesus’ baptism would be for?  
9. What was the response of the people mentioned in Acts 2:36-41?
a. Inward Reaction:
b. Outward Reaction:

1)  What was the command of Jesus in Matthew 28:19?

2) After a person has bowed their knee to Jesus asking Him to be their Lord, should he/she be water baptized?  Why or why not?
Baptism by immersion (which is the illustration Paul uses in Romans 6) 
pictures the believer’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.  
It is an outward symbol of an inward experience.  Paul is not saying that their immersion in water puts them 
“into Jesus Christ”, for that was accomplished by the Spirit when they believed.  Their immersion was a picture of what the Spirit did:  the Holy Spirit identified them with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.
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10. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

Review this week’s memory verse by writing it out: John 1:29

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

DAY THREE - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION    

PRAY AND READ LUKE 3:1-20

The Gospel of Luke was written specifically to the Greeks by a Christian Gentile physician.  Luke’s account of the nativity is the fullest in all the Gospel records.  Jesus is shown in this book as the “Son of Man,” which illustrates the compassion of Jesus for Gentiles, Samaritans, women, children, tax collectors, sinners and those regarded as outcasts.  The emphasis is on the humanity of Jesus and His divine nature: He was not only fully God, but also fully human.

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Luke 3:1-20.

2. Re-read Luke 3:1-20 again and answer the following questions:

3. When did this take place according to Luke 3:1-2? 

4. Who was John the Baptist’s father according to Luke 3:2?
5. John the Baptist’ ministry is fulfillment of the prophecy written in Isaiah 40:3-5.  From this prophecy record what the result of John’s message would be from verse 5.

6. What warning did he give the multitude from Luke 3:9?

a.   Note who received the warning and record how they responded according to the following verses?
Luke 3:10:

Luke 3:12:

Luke 3:14a:

7. How does John reply in the following verses?

Luke 3:11:
Luke 3:13:

Luke 3:14:

a.   How do the words of Jesus further explain what John was saying from John 15:6-8?

8. What were the people wondering according to Luke 3:15?

9. What warning does John give in Luke 3:17?

a.   How does Matthew 13:30 further explain this concept?


1)   Who do the tares represent?


2)   Who does the wheat represent?

3)   Where do you fit in?
“Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.”
 









Isaiah 55:6
10. Why did the Pharisees reject both John the Baptist and Jesus according to Luke 7:24-35?
11. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why?
Fill in the blanks of this week’s memory verse: John 1:29

“The next day ____________ saw __________ coming toward him, and said, 

"___________!  The ____________ of God who _____ ____________ the ______ of the world!”

DAY FOUR - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ JOHN 1:6-28

The Gospel of John was written for Christian believers by the beloved apostle John, the son of Zebedee, a disciple of Jesus.  John provides the record of how men responded to Jesus and the salvation He offered.  He focuses on the work of Jesus by using three predominant words: signs, believe, and life.  John 20:31 tells us why this Gospel was written:  “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading John 1:6-28.

2. Re-read John 1:6-28 again and answer the following questions:

3. From whom was John sent according to John 1:6?

4. For what purpose was he sent according to John 1:7-8?

a. How did John explain Jesus from verses John 1:9-11?
5. Who was sent by the Jews to find out John’s identity from John 1:19?

6. Who did they think John was according to John 1:20–21?

a.   Why were the religious leaders inquiring of John’s identity in regards to the following three:
(Look up the following passages for your answer)
1) Messiah- John 4:25:
2) Prophet- Deuteronomy 18:15:
3) Elijah- Malachi 4:5-6:

7. What question did they ask in John 1:25?

a.   How did John reply according to John 1:20-23?

8.  What did John declare in response to their confusion according to John 1:25-27?

9.  Read John 5:33-41 and record what Jesus has to say about the following?

 a.   John the Baptist (John 5:33-35):


 b.   Jesus (John 5:36-41):

 c.   The Religious Leaders (John 5:38-41):

 d.   What must we do to have life according to verse 40?

10. Why was Jesus, who came in His Father’s name, not received or honored according to John 5:42-44?
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

John 10:10b

11. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.
      Write out this week’s memory verse from memory:  John 1:29

DAY FIVE - APPLICATION and REFLECTION

1. Tell in your own words any differences that you saw between the four accounts of John the Baptist; The Forerunner of Christ.
2. What did you learn about God in these accounts?

3. What did you learned about the ministry of John the Baptist?
a. What conclusion did John the Baptist come to according to John 3:30?

b. In what way can you relate to John the Baptist, if any?

4. Share what you learned about Jesus.

5. Spend some time in prayer asking God to reveal any sin in your life for which confession and repentance is needed.  Seek his enablement to do what He is calling you to do.
6.
How were you encouraged or strengthened by this weeks study?

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

Philippians 1:3-7

 Review this week’s memory verse and write it out again!  John 1:29
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