
That We Would See Jesus…     
Reflecting on His Ministry

“Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, 

For in You do I trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, 

For I lift up my soul to You.”

Psalm 143:8

Lesson 2 – The Baptism of Jesus
DAY ONE - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ MATTHEW 3:13-17
1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Matthew 3:13-17.

2.    Re-read Matthew 3:13-17 and answer the following questions:

3.  Who came to John in Matthew 3:13?

4. What did He come to do?

5.     Where was Jesus from according to Matthew 3:13?

6. How did John respond in Matthew 3:14?
a.   Why did he react this way?

b. Why did Jesus say He wanted to be baptized according to Matthew 3:15?

7. Look up the Old Testament prophecy concerning Jesus from Isaiah 61:1-3.  When the Spirit came upon                   Jesus it marked the beginning of His earthly ministry. How is Jesus’ ministry described in Isaiah 61:1-3?
8. Read Matthew 3:16-17 and answer the following:
a.   What did Jesus see according to Matthew 3:16?

b.   What was the significance of the dove?  (What are doves like?)
9. What was heard in Matthew 3:17?
a.   Who spoke these words?

b.   What was the purpose of the voice?

c.   What do these three (Jesus, dove, voice) signify together?

d.   What does 1 John 5:7 have to say about this?

10. What does Jesus say in John 14:7-11 about the deity of Christ?
11. What does Jesus declare in John 14:6?
a. What difference does it make in your life if you believe this or not?

b. Do you choose to believe?  If not, why?

12. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or truth that ministered to you most and why.

This week’s memory verse: Luke 3:22

 “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, 
and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”
DAY TWO - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ MARK 1:9-11

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Mark 1:9-11.

2. Re-read Mark 1:9-11 and answer the following questions:

3. Why did Jesus come from Nazareth of Galilee according to Mark 1:9?

4. What came from heaven according to Mark 1:10-11?
a. When did he see this?
5. What does the Spirit and the Voice signify according to the following verses?
a. Psalm 2:7:
b. Isaiah 42:1:
6. We see that these words were spoken from Heaven not only at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, but also at the end.  When Jesus was at the cross, why does John 12:28-30 say that God spoke these words from heaven?
7. What comfort do you get from 2 Peter 1:16-18?

“At His birth, He stepped from heaven to take on our flesh. At His baptism, 
He steps down even further to take on our shame.  He descends into the valley of repentance, willing not only to stand on the banks with us in our humanness but also to wade in the water to stand with us in our sinfulness”  
                                                                                                                                                          Ken Gire

8. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.
Write out this week’s memory verse: Luke 3:22

“And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, 
and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”

DAY THREE - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ LUKE 3:21-22

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Luke 3:21-22.

2. Re-read Luke 3:21-22 and answer the following questions:

3. Who was baptized in Luke 3:21?

4. Who descended in Luke 3:22?

5. When did heaven open and the Spirit come upon Jesus according to Luke 3:21?

a.   What does Jesus say we can expect when we pray according to Luke 11:9-13? 

(Emphasis on verse 13)

b.   Should we pray for the baptism with the Holy Spirit?

c.   If we do, what should we expect in light of Jesus’ baptism (see also Acts 1:8)?

6. How is Luke’s description of the dove different from the other 3 accounts? 

a.   Matthew 3:16:

b.   Mark 1:10:

c.   John 1:32:

d.   Luke 3:22:

7. How old was Jesus when He was baptized with the Holy Spirit at the start of His ministry according to Luke 3:23?

a. How does this encourage you today?  
See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

Ephesians 5:15-19
If you have received Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior but you have never received the Baptism with the Holy Spirit and would like to, all you have to do is believe and receive.  Stop and pray right now, asking your Heavenly Father for His Spirit to come “upon” you to empower you for all that He desires to do in and through you.  There is no magic formula, just simply believe, ask, and receive!  

NOTE:
The baptism with the Holy Spirit can be confusing due to a lot of misunderstanding that has circulated around this topic.  The answers to all our questions are found in God’s Word.   If you have questions, please write them down below and see your group leader, or come forward for prayer after the overview this week.
8. Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

     Fill in the blanks of this week’s memory verse: Luke 3:22

“And the __________  ___________ descended in bodily form like a ________ upon Him, and a ________ came

from __________ which said, “You are My __________  __________; in You I am ___________  ____________.”
DAY FOUR - OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ JOHN 1:28-34

1. Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading John 1:28-34.

2. Re-read John 1:28-34 and answer the following questions:

3. Where was John baptizing according to John 1:28?

4. Who approached John in John 1:29b?
5. When John saw Him, what did he exclaim about Him in John 1:29?

a.   What does Isaiah record about the Lamb of God in Isaiah 53:7?
b.   When was the Lamb of God slain according to Revelation 13:7-10?

6. What was John’s testimony in John 1:32?

7. How did John know it was Jesus according to John 1:33?

8. In John 1:30 John stated that there was a Man (Jesus) who was before him.  Record how Jesus was                                                          “before” John from the following Scriptures:

        a.   John 1:1-3:


        b.   John 1:14:

9. What did John bear witness to in John 1:34?

10.  What does John 1:33 say Jesus would baptize with?

11.  When Jesus promised the Holy Spirit what did He say about Him in John 15:26-27?

As the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism, it wouldn’t be until later that the Holy Spirit would come upon the Disciples and all who would first believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus told the Disciples that when He went away He would send the Holy Spirit as a Helper.                                    

12.  List the things that minister to you most that Jesus said the Holy Spirit would do according to John 16:8-15.  
13.  Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

Write out this week’s memory verse from memory: Luke 3:22
DAY FIVE - APPLICATION and REFLECTION

1. Tell in your own words any differences that you saw between the accounts of Jesus’ Baptism.

2. Share what you learned about the Trinity in these accounts?

a.   God the Father:

b.   God the Son – Jesus Christ:

c.   God the Holy Spirit:

3. From these accounts of Jesus’ Baptism, what action can you take as practical application in your life today?  
4. What ministered to your heart the most as you completed the study of Jesus’ Baptism this week?  How has He caused you to know the way in which you should walk?

NOTE:
As we studied last week, John the Baptist’s baptism included water as the element, and repentance as the issue.  However, as we have read in Isaiah 61:1-3, Jesus’ baptism by John was not of repentance.   Jesus is the spotless Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Jesus had no need for repentance.   Jesus was proved to be the Son of God when the Holy Spirit alighted on Jesus and the voice of God sounded from Heaven.  This baptism was the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  It was to fulfill Old Testament prophecy and all righteousness.  This baptism is an example to every believer of the importance of the Holy Spirit’s coming “upon” us for empowerment for the ministry He has given us.

Review this week’s memory verse and write it out again!  Luke 3:22
“And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, 
and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”
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