
That We Would See Jesus…         

Reflecting on His Ministry
“Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning, 

For in You do I trust; Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, 

For I lift up my soul to You.”

Psalm 143:8

Lesson 6 – Jesus Fulfills the Law
DAY ONE - OBSERVATION AND INTERPRETATION      

PRAY AND READ MATTHEW 12:9-14
1.
Record your first thoughts or impression from reading Matthew 12:9-14.
2.
Re-read Matthew 12:9-14, this time answering the following questions:

3. Where had Jesus been before entering the synagogue according to Matthew 12:1?
4. What did the Pharisees ask Jesus according to Matthew 12:10b?
a. What did the Pharisees say to Jesus earlier that day regarding what the disciples were doing and the fact it was the Sabbath according to Matthew 12:2?

The scribes increasingly emphasized external adherence to their interpretation of the Law instead of the cultivation of an attitude of submission before the Lord. They misunderstood the “Spirit” behind the Law.  Perfect obedience to their interpretation of the Law became a source of pride instead of a tangible expression of love for God.

5. What was the Pharisees’ motive when they asked if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath according Matthew 12:10b?

6.
What question does Jesus ask the Pharisees in reply to their question according to Matthew 12:11?

a. What does Hosea 6:6 say about God’s desires?
b. What does Micah 6:8 say about what God requires of us? 
7.
What beautiful character quality do you see in Jesus by his question in Matthew 12:11?

a.   Read Matthew 9:35-36 and write your insight about Jesus’ heart towards us.
8.
What does legalism result in according to Matthew 15:1-9?

9.
How does Jesus expose the Pharisees’ hypocrisy according to Matthew 12:12?
10.
Instead of answering Jesus’ question, what did the Pharisees do according to Matthew 12:14?


a.   What did Jesus say about their history according to Matthew 23:31-36?

Legalism appeals to the flesh.  The flesh loves to be “religious”- to obey laws, to observe holy occasions, 
even to fast. Certainly there is nothing wrong with obedience, fasting, or solemn times of spiritual worship, provided that the Holy Spirit does the motivating and the empowering.  The flesh loves to boast about its 
religious achievements – how many prayers were offered, or how many gifts were given. 
However, there is no room for pride in the spiritual walk of the Christian who lives by grace.
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11.
Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

This week’s memory verse:  Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”
DAY TWO – OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ MARK 3:1-6
1.
Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Mark 3:1-6

2.
Re-read Luke 3:1-6, this time answering the following questions:

3.
Where did this incident take place according to Mark 3:1a?

4.
Who was there and what was his affliction according to Mark 3:1b?
5.
Who also was there watching Jesus “closely” according to Mark 3:2a?

a. What were the actual intentions of the Pharisees’ heart according to Mark 3:2a?

6. What do you suppose the Pharisees were expecting to see Jesus do in light of Mark 1:32-34?


a.     Were the Pharisees ready to “accept” who Jesus was and His words?

The Gospel of the grace of God awakens an intense longing in human souls and an equally intense resentment, because the revelation which it brings is not palatable.  There is a certain pride in man that will give and give, but to come and “accept” is another thing. I will give myself in consecration; I will do anything, but do not humiliate me to the level of the most hell-deserving sinner and tell me that all I have to do is to accept the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
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7. What question did Jesus ask the Pharisees according to Mark 3:4?
a. What does Jesus say regarding the Pharisees according to Matthew 23:25?
b. What did Jesus say regarding the commandments of God according to Mark 7: 8-9 & 13?
c. What does the “tradition of man” do according to Mark 7:13?
Jesus doesn’t want our relationship with Him to be one of shallow, temporary feelings, and empty words and rituals, hearts that are passionate one day and then distant the next.  Our external rituals will never take the place of a whole-hearted sincere love for God and our faithful obedience to His Word.
8. What was the emotional reaction of Jesus according to Mark 3:5a?
a.   What does Psalm 4:4-5 say about anger?

There is a holy anger against sin, but unrighteous anger feeds the ego and produces the poison of selfishness in the heart.  Jesus talked about an unholy anger against people.  It makes us destroyers instead of builders.  It robs us of freedom and makes us prisoners.  To hate someone is to commit murder in our hearts (1John 3:15)
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9. Why was Jesus grieved according to Mark 3:5b?
10. What impossible command does Jesus give the man with the withered hand according to Mark 3:5?


a.   How does the man’s action demonstrate his faith?

b.   Does Jesus ever command us to do anything without giving us the ability to fulfill it? ______.  What do  

      the following passages say about this?




1)  Isaiah 41:10:





2)  Philippians 4:13:




3)  John 15:5:

11. Who did the Pharisees immediately plot with to destroy Jesus according to Mark 3:6? 

a.   What other occasion did these two groups conspire against Jesus according to Mark 12:13-17a?
b.   What was the outcome according to Mark 12:17b?

12.
Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

Review this week’s memory verse and write it out:  Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”

DAY THREE – OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ LUKE 6:6-11
1.
Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Luke 6:6-11.

2.
Re-read Luke 6:6-11, this time answering the following questions:

3.
On what day did this incident take place according to Luke 6:1?

4.
What was wrong with the man at the synagogue?

5. What had the Pharisees already witnessed prior to this incident according to Luke 6:1-5?
a. What does God say to show us that “human need” and the “love for others” are more important than    religious rituals according to Hosea 6:6?  

b.   Who is Lord over the Sabbath according to Luke 6:5?

6. What was Jesus contrasting in His question to the Pharisees according to Luke 6:9b?
7.
What do the following passages tell us about doing “good”?

a. Galatians 6:10:

b. Hebrews 13:16:

c. James 4:17:

Every creature answers the end of its creation.  The star shines, the bird sings, the plant bears;

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand

that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10)
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8.
What do the following passages tell us about the hypocrisy of “words” vs. “deeds”?
a. Ezekiel 33:31:


b.
James 2:15-19:

9.
What were the Pharisees filled with according to Luke 6:11?
10.
Why do you suppose the Pharisees reacted this way according to John 3:19-21?

11.
Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

Fill in the blanks of the memory verse: Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that I came to ___________ the _____ or the _____________. 
I did ____ __________ to __________ but to ___________.”
DAY FOUR – OBSERVATION & INTERPRETATION

PRAY AND READ Luke 13:10-17 **Similar Story**
1.

Record your first thoughts or impressions from reading Luke 13:10-17

2.

Re-read Luke 13:10-17, this time answering the following questions:
3.

Where does this incident take place according to Luke 13: 10?

4.

What was Jesus doing?

5.

Who was there that had a great need according to Luke 13:11?

a. How does Jesus describe this woman and her infirmity, both physically and spiritually according to Luke 13:16?

b. How long did this woman have this “spirit” of infirmity?

In spite of this woman’s affliction that seemed incurable and even embarrassing, she managed to keep the Sabbath and come to worship her God….A God who was able to help her beyond all her expectations!
6.

What did Jesus say to the woman according to Luke 13:12b?
7.

What did Jesus do for the woman according to Luke 13:13a?



a. What was the result according to Luke 13:13b?

8.

How did the ruler of the synagogue respond, and Why according to Luke 13:14a?


a. What did the ruler then say to the crowd according to Luke 13:14b?



b. What was the ruler more concerned with?



c. What was Jesus more concerned with?

God is the Father of mercies because all mercy originates with Him and can be secured only from Him.  God in His grace gives us what we do not deserve, and in His mercy He does not give us what we do deserve.  “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed” (Lam. 3:22).  God’s mercy is manifold, tender and great.  The Bible frequently speaks of the “multitude of God’s mercies” so inexhaustible is the supply.
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9.
What did Jesus call the ruler of the synagogue according to Luke 13:15a?

10.
What does Jesus say about the hypocrisy of the religious leaders according to the following passages?

a. Matthew 23:13:


b. Matthew 23:14:


c. Matthew 23:15:

11.
Who was put to shame and who rejoiced by what Jesus said according to Luke 13:17?
12.
Look back over today’s lesson and highlight the scripture or concept that ministered to you most and why.

Write out the memory verse from memory:  Matthew 5:17
DAY FIVE – APPLICATION AND REFLEFCTION
1. Tell in your own words any differences that you saw between the four accounts of Healing on the Sabbath.

2. What did you learn about the “compassion” of Jesus?
3. What did you learn about the “work” of Jesus?

4. What did you learn about what God desires from us?
a. How did Jesus answer when asked what the greatest law was according to Matthew 22:34-40?

Selah!

5. How does the hypocrisy of the Pharisees relate to our day?

6. Have there been any self-imposed rules, burdens, or practices in your life that have taken priority over your relationship and worship to God?

7. How have you been inspired or ministered to this week to have the compassion of Jesus?
Dear Lord, please help me to keep the law of loving You with all my heart, mind and soul, and to love others
as You have loved me.  Give me the strength to step out in faith even when it seems impossible, because I believe that whatever You command me to do, You will enable me to accomplish.  Father “loose” me from those areas of bondage in my life, so that I may walk upright and pleasing in Your sight.   
Review memory verse and write it out again!   Matthew 5:17
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”
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