A Message to the Churches

 “A Revelation of Jesus Christ”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3
Revelation 1:9-20










Lesson 2

At the time Revelation was written, the Roman government had martyred all the apostles, except for John. According to Usibius, in his book on church history, as he records the violent death of all of the other apostles, he says that there was an attempt to boil John in oil, but he survived this experience and was exiled to the island of Patmos. 

It is estimated that this book was written in 96 AD, and that John was probably close to the same age as Jesus, which would make him about ninety-six years old at this time.  We can picture him in a little rocky crag out in the Mediterranean Sea, about fifty miles offshore of Ephesus (modern day Turkey).

God wasn't finished with John yet. God had one final word for man. The book of Revelation needed to be written and John was the one that was eminently qualified to write the book. So there on the island of Patmos, the aged, persecuted and physically distressed John received this vision of the future and records it in the book of Revelation. 






Today we will prayerfully consider John’s vision, specifically what he heard, what he saw and his reaction to the vision.  As you begin your study pray that the Lord would open the eyes of your understanding and lead you into all truth. 

FIRST DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 1:9-10

1. Although John was the last of the apostles and well known, how does he reintroduce himself? 

a. What did John participate in with them according to verse 9?
2. As we saw in the opening paragraph, John was on the island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea off the coast of Asia Minor that is present day Turkey.    Why was he there according to the second part of Revelation 1:9?

a. What was similar about John’s situation and that of the recipients of this letter? 

b. Would you consider yourself a fellow partaker with John in perseverance and with other believers?

John was in this exile because of his testimony of Christ. As we read the letters to the churches it will become clear that he was not alone in tribulation.

3. How does John describe the day the vision came in Revelation 1:10? 

a. There are many views as to the interpretation of which day John was referring to, but whatever day it was, it’s clear that John had set aside this day to contemplate and meditate on the Lord Jesus Christ. More important than how we worship or what day we worship, is that we indeed worship Jesus Christ. When does Psalm 145:2 say that we should worship?

I will worship with all of my heart. I will praise You, with all of my strength. I will seek You, all of my days. 

I will follow all of Your ways. I will give You all my worship, I will give You all my praise, You alone I long to worship, 

You alone are worthy of my praise. I will bow down and hail You as King. I will serve You, 

I’ll give You everything. I will lift up, My eyes to Your throne, and I will trust You, I will trust You alone. 
David Ruis,

4. According to Revelation 1:10, what state was John in? 
a. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-6 and compare John’s experience with Paul's in which the Spirit came and spoke to him and in which he was caught up into heaven.  What did Paul say about his experience?

b. Can you remember a time when you were “in the Spirit” and God spoke to you in a special way?  If so, was this a private revelation for you or a time to proclaim it to others?

5. What did John hear first in Revelation 1:10? 

a. What does this same sound signify in Joel 2:1?

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

“Teach me Your holy ways Oh Lord.

So I can walk in Your truth

Teach me Your holy ways Oh Lord

And make me wholly devoted to You.”
Terry Butler
SECOND DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 1:11-12

1.
What two commands were given in Revelation 1:11? 

a.



b.


2. How does Jesus in verses 11 and 17 of Revelation 1 identify Himself?
Verse 11:

Verse 17:

a. What does this mean according to the following verses?
1) John 1:1-3:
2) John 1:10-14:
b. Share any insights you gain from the following verses regarding this identity.
1) Revelation 21:3-7:

2) Revelation 22:13:

As we consider what John saw in the following verses we will primarily be looking at elements of the vision, which John had of the risen Christ as he worshipped. 

The words like and as are important words in the study of Revelation. They indicate a simile or word pictures comparing two things. When we see these words we will be comparing two things that are not the same but are like or similar to each other. We should note that the object being compared isn’t that exact object, but it is just like it. We will begin to see many such similes in today’s lesson.

3. When John heard the voice that sounded like a trumpet speaking the word “write” in Revelation 1:11 he turned to see who was speaking to him, what did he see according to Revelation 1:12?

a. How does Revelation 1:20 interpret this symbol for us?

4. From Revelation 1:10-12 note how John’s senses are called into play as he receives this vision. (Pay particular attention to the verbs.)

5. We often underestimate the significance of the time we spend alone with God. When we are alone with God meditating on Him, praising Him and being still in surrender to Him, all of our senses can also be used.  What do you see in the following verses?

a. Psalm 4:4b:

b. Psalm 27:14:

c. Isaiah 40:31:

PERSONAL: Share how the Lord has spoken to you, touched you, when you saw Him working or you saw His glory in your own life. Take some time and sit before Him, listen to the Lord and pray that God would continue to reveal Himself to you today. 
d. What did Jesus say about Himself in John 8:12?

e. What does Philippians 2:15 say we will be if we “become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation...”? 
Finish the verse here:

f. Is there something holding you back from shining brightly for Jesus?  You don’t have to share, but please take it to the Lord and ask for His mercy and grace to help you. Write out Romans 12:1-2 making it your prayer today.

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

“Satan cannot touch the child of God without the heavenly Father’s permission.  
This is a great encouragement to us, for we know that whatever suffering may come to our lives, 
God has ordained it and is in complete control.  
The one thing God will not control is how we respond to this suffering, and it is here that Satan can gain his purpose.”
Warren W. Wiersbe

THIRD DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 1:13-16

1. In Revelation 1:13a how does John describe what he saw in the midst of the lampstands? 

a. This title occurs many times in the New Testament. Who does Luke 24:6-7 refer to?

2. Look up the following verses and comment on Jesus’ likeness to man:

a. Philippians 2:1-10

b. Why was it important for Jesus to come in the likeness of man according to Hebrews 2:17?

3. Describe the elements of Jesus’ appearance from Revelation 1:13-16 and share any insight you glean from each scripture in the chart below.

	Element of Jesus’ appearance
	Description from scripture
	Insight/symbolism From Cross-Reference

(Underline the Symbolism)

	Robe

(Example)
	Verse 13b:
“Clothed with a garment down to the feet”  

 
	Exodus 28:4
“...a breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons that he may minister to Me as priest”

	Girdle
	Verse 13b:

 
	Ephesians 6:14

 

	Head/Hair
	Verse 14a:


	Daniel 7:9
  

	Eyes
	Verse 14b:


	Deuteronomy 4:24



	Feet
	Verse 15a:


	Ezekiel 1:7, 28



	Voice
	Verse 15b:


	Psalm 29:3-4




“This vision of Christ is equaled in grandeur only by the vision of His final return 

as King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

John MacArthur
4. Share from Revelation 19:11-16 the glorious description of Jesus.

5. According to Revelation 1:16 what was in Jesus’ right hand?

a. How does Revelation 1:20 interpret this for us?

6. What was in Jesus’ mouth from Revelation 1:16?

a. How does Ephesians 6:17 describe this symbol?

b. What does Hebrews 4:12 have to add to this?

7. How is Jesus’ face described in Revelation 1:16?

a. From Matthew 17:1-2 when had John viewed Jesus this way?

8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why. 

FOURTH DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 1:17-20
1. How did John react to the vision of Jesus Christ in Revelation 1:17?

a. Look up John 13:23 and describe a different perspective of how John himself interacted with Jesus.

b. What does 2 Corinthians 5:16 explain about John’s reaction in Revelation?
c. The Bible says that as we receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, we are new creations in Christ with all old things having passed away and becoming new.  How does your life reveal the fact that you are a new creation, growing in the grace of God and your knowledge of who Jesus is?  
His countenance was like the sun, when it shines clearly and powerfully; its strength too bright and dazzling for mortal eyes to behold. The apostle was overpowered with the greatness of the luster and glory in which Christ appeared.

Matthew Henry
2. What words does Jesus say to John immediately in Revelation 1:17?

a. After Jesus speaks words of comfort He goes on to give four reasons why John was not to fear in Revelation 1:17-18, how do these reasons describe Jesus Christ? 

b. How do these four reasons comfort you today?

3. To comfort John, what Revelation 1:18b say Jesus have?

a. Why is this significant?

b. The keys are the symbol of authority, just like we honor one by giving him the keys of the city. Our sins have condemned us, but Jesus has the keys of death and Hades because of His victory over death. All we have to do is turn from sin and turn to Him in faith. What did Jesus say in Matthew 16:18-19?
4. Again, according to Revelation 1:20 what are the seven stars that Jesus is holding?

a. There are many points of view about whether these angels are actual angels. The basic word for angels in the Greek is aggelos (Strong’s #32) which means “a messenger from God” and is found 72 times in the book of Revelation - the most times in any one book of the Bible.  Jesus was holding them in His right hand (throughout scripture the right hand stands for “authority”), what could these “angels” be?
5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

FIFTH DAY:  Begin Your Study time with Prayer as you contemplate who your God is.

THE ALPHA AND OMEGA 
“’I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ says the Lord, 
‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”     Revelation 1:8

1. In Jesus’ first coming what did Isaiah 53:3 say He would be?

a. At His next coming what does Luke 21:27 say He will be?

2. Besides being the First and the Last, what do we learn about the Lord from the following verses?

a. Isaiah 43:10:
b. Isaiah 44:6:
c. Isaiah 48:12-13:
3. The combined tenses in the phrase “…who is and who was and who is to come…” represent the fact that Jesus Christ is the eternally present One. What does Hebrews 13:8 say?

Selah...pause and think about that!

a. How does this affect your perspective of your current circumstances and your hope for the future?

4. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

THE ALMIGHTY
The term “Almighty” in the Greek is the word pantokrator (Strong’s #3841) and it means “the One of all power”. It literally means “the One who has His hand on everything”. In other words His might is beyond the earthly realm of physical power and transcends the universe. The universe itself was established and set into motion by His strength.

1. What attributes of the Almighty are found in the following verses?

a. Job 11:7:
b. Psalm 91:1:
c. 2 Corinthians 6:18:
2. As children of God we have access to the Almighty and all His power and strength. Look up 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 and share what these verses mean to you.

3. What other benefits are available to us through the greatness of His power from the following scriptures?

a. Romans 1:5

b. Acts 1:8

c. Colossians 1:11

4. Describe the Lord’s power concerning you according to Ephesians 1:19-20.

5. As we close out the study today read what King David wrote in 1 Chronicles 29:10-13, how does this scripture of God’s power and might touch your heart?

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

Truly...How Great Thou Art!
Oh Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds Thy hands have made

I see the stars; I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout the universe displayed

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, to take me home, what joy shall fill my heart

Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim my God how great Thou art

Then sings my soul my savior God to Thee, How great Thou art, How great Thou art.

Carl Boberg
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