A Message to the Churches

 “A Revelation of Jesus Christ”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3
Smyrna

“Suffering Servants”

Revelation 2:8-11










Lesson 4
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FIRST DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:8-11

SUMMARY OF SMYRNA

The next city on the route was Smyrna, presently called Izmir.  Smyrna is about 40 miles north of Ephesus on the west coast of Asia Minor. Almost 200,000 people lived in Smyrna when this book was written. It was situated at the foot of Mt. Pagus.  A "gold" street wound its way up the slopes where the famous temple of Zeus was sitting on the hill like a crown. There was a large public library and also a museum. Smyrna was famous for science, medicine and the majesty of its buildings. The harbor at Smyrna was deeper than the harbor at Ephesus because it wasn't full of silt.  

As early as 195 B.C. Smyrna foresaw the rising power of Rome and built a temple for pagan Roman worship. It became the main center for worship to Caesar. This religion, under such emperors as Nero (ruled A.D. 54-68) and Domitian (ruled A.D. 81-96).  The Roman emperors at various periods sought to stamp out Christianity.   It was estimated that six million Christians were martyred during this period of time; some of them were fed to the lions, stretched on the racks, and crucified by the hundreds. So as Jesus addresses this church, His message is one of comfort and a message of hope.

For years, Smyrna had more Christians than any other city in Turkey. The church here not only faced persecution from pagan religions, but also faced strong opposition from the large number of Jews in the city. Sadly, today the Christian Church is almost non-existent and it is illegal to proselytize. Turkey is currently 99% Muslim.  Now the Mosques and minaret’s have loud speakers crying out prayers to Allah throughout the streets day and night.

1. Take a moment to select and read a story listed in Foxe’s Christian Martyrs.  

a. Who did you chose to read about?

b. Write a summary of what you read and how it ministered to you.

2. Now, read about Polycarp in the Fourth Persecution.  In AD 161 the Romans were persecuting the Christians. One of the most famous martyrdoms in history was that of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna. It’s believed that John the Apostle appointed him to be his successor. 

a. How old was Polycarp at the time of his persecution? 

b. What did Polycarp dream three days before being apprehended?
i. What was his conclusion from this dream?
c. What was unusual about Polycarp’s countenance at the time of his persecution?

d. What was Polycarp’s one request as he was being apprehended?

e. How did he reply to the proconsul that begged him to deny Jesus Christ?

f. What did those dwelling at Smyrna describe him as?

g. How does Polycarp’s experience give you insight into the church at Smyrna?

3. Go back over today’s lesson and share what ministered to you most and tell why.

“Suffering can make us selfish; but when suffering is mixed with grace and faith, 
it produces love.  It is ‘faith which worketh by love’ (Galatians 5:6).
When Christians suffer, their faith reaches ‘upward’ to God, 
and their love reaches ‘outward’ to their fellow believers.”
Warren W. Wiersbe
SECOND DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:8-11  

To the angel of the church of Smyrna write:

1. How does Jesus describe Himself to the church of Smyrna in Revelation 2:8?

2. Jesus not only knew the Ephesians and what was going on in that church, but He knew what the church at Smyrna was going through also. What did He know about them in Revelation 2:9?

3. The word used for “tribulation” in Revelation 2:9 is the Greek word thlipsis (Strong’s #2347), which means pressure. What does the apostle Paul say about tribulation in Romans 5:3-5?

a. What example do we have of victory that comes from tribulation from Hebrews 2:9?
Tribulation works patience, not in and of itself, but by the grace of God working in and with the tribulation. Patient sufferers will receive comfort from the Lord and that comfort will abound as the afflictions abound. When we understand God's love for us we will not be ashamed either of our hope or of our sufferings for Him.

4. The word used for “poverty” in the Greek is ptocheia (Strong’s #4432) speaks of destitution. It describes someone who has nothing at all, like a beggar.  Although Jesus said He knew of their poverty, He was speaking of their material state.  What statement does He make regarding their spiritual wealth in verse 9?
a. Look at the words that Jesus spoke to the Laodicean church in Revelation 3:17-18 and note the contrast with the church of Smyrna.

b. What does 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 teach us about material possessions and temporal suffering?

c. Where should our riches be according to Jesus in Matthew 6:19-21?
5. The Jews of the city, who prided themselves on being God’s chosen people, opposed the church in Smyrna.  In their pride, the Bible tells us that they were the tools of Satan, persecuting and condemning the Christians. The synagogue, which had once been a platform for the preaching of the gospel, became the enemy of the church coming against the believers with lies and malice. The accusations against the believers were so devilish that the believers were made out to be the scum of society and blamed for every tragedy and disaster that struck. Their sharp criticism of Christ and Christians led Jesus to call them what at the end of Revelation 2:9?

6. From Revelation 2:10 what two instructions were given?

a. Who was behind the persecution at the Church of Smyrna?

b. Do believers need to fear death?  Why or why not?

c. What persecutions are mentioned in Revelation 2:10b?

7. Hebrews 11 lists the sufferings of the Old Testaments saints.  Read Hebrews 11:32-40 and list any similar persecutions that the early church endured.

a. According to 2 Timothy 3:12 could it be that you will also suffer persecution?

b. How does the Lord’s description of Himself in verse 8 give you comfort in the face of persecution?

8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

“If we live only for the present and forget the future, trials will make us bitter, not better”.
Warren W. Wiersbe

THIRD DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:8-11

1. Jesus has no words of condemnation to the Church at Smyrna, only commendation.  What is promised to the one who is faithful unto death according to Revelation 2:10c?

2. There are many crowns promised to those who belong to Christ. What kinds of crowns are found in the following verses: 

a. 1 Corinthians 9:24-25:
b. 1 Thessalonians 2:19:
c. 2 Timothy 4:6-8:
d. James 1:12:
e. 1 Peter 5:4:
3. What is promised to the one who overcomes in Revelation 2:11? 

4. According to Revelation 20:11-15 what is the second death?

5. Write out your own words of encouragement in the form of a letter to the church at Smyrna using Romans 8:35-38.  Remember, you may be able to apply your own words to yourself one day!
6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

FOURTH DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:8-11

1. What can we learn about the believers’ relationship to suffering in the following verses?  If this list is overwhelming or you are short on time, please look up the scriptures that are marked with “*”.

a. John 15:18-21:
b. *Hebrews 5:8:
c. *1 Peter 1:6-7:
d. 1 Peter 2:20-21:
e. *1 Peter 4:12-14:
2. Chances are, you have not yet experienced true persecution or suffering for the sake of Jesus.  Look up the following verses and answer the questions as it pertains to our lives to help if and when we face trials and persecution.  Take this time to meditate on what our response should be before it happens!   

a. What was Job’s response to his wife when she tried to get him to curse God and die from Job 2:10b?  

b. How would Psalm 56:3-4 help when facing suffering?

c. Who are we to rely upon when facing accusers according to Luke 12:11-12?

d. What do we KNOW according to Romans 8:28-31?

e. Is there anything that could touch your life that would be unique to only you according to 1 Corinthians 10:13?  

i. What does Paul call the temptation here?

ii. What will God do for you?

f. How can we know that fear is not from God according to 2 Timothy 1:7-8?

g. Why should we not be shaken by tribulation according to 1 Thessalonians 3:2-4?

h. What should our response be to those that come against us according to 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18?

i. When we have the proper attitude toward suffering, what will it accomplish in our lives according to James 1:2-4?

3. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why. 

“Purify my heart, let me be as gold, and precious silver

Purify my heart, let me be as gold, pure gold

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire

Is to be Holy, Set apart for You Lord

I choose to be Holy, Set apart for You my Master

Ready to do Your will”
Brian Doerksen

FIFTH DAY: Begin Your Study time with Prayer as we look at the SUFFERING SERVANT:

1. Isaiah 53 prophesies of Jesus coming as the Suffering Servant.  What sufferings did Jesus endure from Isaiah 53:3-12?

a. Why, according to John 3:16a?

2. Jesus is our example of a humble servant that suffered persecution and death to redeem us from sin. As we look at what He suffered for us, how can we follow Christ’s example from the following scriptures?

a. Philippians 2:4-8:
a. Matthew 23:12:
b. 1 Peter 5:5b-7:
“In these verses is an account of the sufferings of Christ; also of the design of His sufferings.

It was for our sins, and in our stead, that our Lord Jesus suffered. 

We have all sinned, and have come short of the glory of God. Sinners have their beloved sin,

 their own evil way, of which they are fond. Our sins deserve all griefs and sorrows, even the most severe. 

We are saved from the ruin, to which by sin we become liable, by laying our sins on Christ. 

This atonement was to be made for our sins. And this is the only way of salvation.

 Our sins were the thorns in Christ's head, the nails in his hands and feet and the spear in his side.

He was delivered to death for our offences. By His sufferings He purchased for us the Spirit and grace of God, 

to mortify our corruptions, which are the distempers of our souls. We may well endure our lighter sufferings,

 if He has taught us to esteem all things but loss for Him, and to love Him who has first loved us.” 













Matthew Henry

3.
According to 1 John 4:18-19 why do we love God?

4. Because of this love that Christ first had for us, what is our “reasonable service” in return to Him according to Romans 12:1?

5. What was Paul’s view on this temporal life in relation to suffering according to Philippians 3:8?

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why. 

“All to Jesus, I surrender; All to Him I freely give;

I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live.

I surrender all, I surrender all, all to Thee, my blessed Savior,

I surrender all.

All to Jesus I surrender; Humbly at His feet I bow,

Worldly pleasures all forsaken; Take me, Jesus, take me now.

All to Jesus, I surrender; Make me, Savior, wholly Thine;

Let me feel the Holy Spirit, truly know that Thou art mine.

All to Jesus, I surrender; Lord, I give myself to Thee;

Fill me with Thy love and power; Let Thy blessing fall on me.”
Jud​son W. Van De​Vent​er
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