A Message to the Churches

 “A Revelation of Jesus Christ”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3

Pergamos
“Cost of Compromise”

Revelation 2:12-17










Lesson 5
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FIRST DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:12-17

SUMMARY OF PERGAMOS 
The city of Pergamos, also known as Pergamum, is situated 60 miles north of Smyrna.  Pergamum was the capital and, historically, the greatest city in Asia Minor.   This city stood on a great rock granite hill, which was about 330m high. The hill rises from the plain of the river Caicus, and it is about 15Km to the east of the Aegean Sea.  The lower parts of the hill are very steep and the city spreads out towards the plain to the south.  
Pergamum was home of a very large altar to Zeus.  The city was there by about 400 B.C. But from 282-133 B.C. a family of kings reigned there called the Attalids.  These kings built many temples in Pergamum for heathen 'gods' such as Athena, Dionysus and Asklepios, who was a snake god that was thought to have healing powers and was called 'the god of Pergamum'.  As the Attalid kings and queens were honored as 'gods' more temples were added for the worship of Rome and its Emperors.  The family was rich and their kingdom grew encompassing much of Asia Minor, but when the last king died, he left everything to the Romans.   
Unlike Ephesus and Smyrna, Pergamum was not a center for trade, but it was the great center for heathen religion. It was a place known for its learning, refinement and science; especially in medicine. Its great library is said to have contained more than 200,000 parchment scrolls. It was in Pergamum that the production of parchment was discovered and the resulting product was called ‘pergamena’ where the city derives its name. This is also where the English word for ‘parchment’ is founded. Pergamum’s name, however, is pre-Greek and probably means something like ‘citadel’ or ‘fortress’, which indeed it was.

Pergamum was an important religious center and people from all over the world came to be healed by Asclepios, the pagan god of healing.  Snakes symbolized this god and Asclepios’ temple was infested with them. The worship of Dionysus, the god of vegetation, was also popular and the handling of reptiles was associated with it.  This was also a center for the Roman gods and a place where Ceasar was worshiped.
When Christianity arrived in Pergamum, the inhabitants thought that it was just one more religion that could be absorbed into the general idolatrous practices of their city.  But the demands of the Gospel were such that it was not long before conflict was generated between the followers of ‘the Way’ and the other worshippers in the city.  It would appear from the letter to this church that there were some among the Christians who were attempting to have part of the Gospel along with their old way of idolatry.

Just as Ephesus was “the church that left their first love” and Smyrna was “the suffering church”, Pergamum was “the church of worldly alliance”.  It was in this church age that the emperor Constantine declared Christianity the official religion of Rome. However, rather than helping the church, it can be seen through history that this decision was in fact a tool of Satan who weakened the church by complacency, compromise and indulgence.

1. According to Acts 17:16b what observation did the Apostle Paul make about Athens which was a city similar to Pergamum in worship?

2. What does Psalm 115:4-8 say about idols?
a. Stop and think about idols and how foolish it is for people to worship something than man can make!  Though we do not literally worship an idol in the form of a statue, could we inadvertently worship an idol?  Make a list of things that could be considered idols in our day.
b. What is God’s command regarding idols according to Leviticus 26:1-2?
c. Is there something in your life that you are giving higher affection to above Jesus?  If so, take some time and ask the Lord to help set your priorities in the right order.

3. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!  Sing to the LORD, all the earth.  Sing to the LORD, bless His name;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.  Declare His glory among the nations, 

His wonders among all peoples. For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised;  

He is to be feared above all gods.  For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens.  

Honor and majesty are before Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  

Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the LORD glory and strength. 

Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!  Tremble before Him, all the earth.

Psalm 96:1-9

SECOND DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:12-17

To the angel of the church of Pergamum write:

1. How does Jesus Christ describe Himself to the church in Pergamum in Revelation 2:12b?

2. What is the significance of the sharp two-edged sword from Ephesians 6:17?

a. What is the sword of the spirit able to do according to Hebrews 4:12?

3. What do the following verses reveal to us about the Word of God?

a. John 1:1-2:
b. John 1:14:
c. John 14:6:
4. What encouragement is given to the believer if the Word of God is given priority in his/her life according to Deuteronomy 12:28?

5. How does God commend Pergamum in Revelation 2:13?

a. Whose dwelling place is it according to this verse?

6. In Greek “Satan” means the Adversary of God (Strong’s #4567). He is the great enemy who fights against God, and who also fights against us. So we too must fight against him. 'Satan's throne' or seat as king may mean the temple of Asklepios; but it may mean that Pergamum was the place where the Roman Governor of the Province of Asia lived. Or it may mean that since this was the seat of pagan idol worship it was the place that evil dwelt more than any other place at this time. What did Jesus say when Satan tempted Him the third time in the wilderness from Matthew 4:10-11?

a. Note the instruction given by Jesus in Matthew 6:22-24 as it pertains to idolatry.

“We become like the god we worship! (Psalm 115:8).

This is the secret of the life that is real.  Because we have met the true God, through His Son Jesus Christ,

we are in contact with reality.  Our fellowship is with a God who is genuine.”
Warren W. Wiersbe

7. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

THIRD DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:12-17
1. No one knows for certain exactly who Antipas is from verse 13, but its thought that he was a local Christian in Pergamum, who was killed for his faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  From the first chapter entitled “The Persecution of Early Christians” in the Foxes Book of Martyrs, read about Attalus of Pergamos. Who was Attalus?  Stop and think about what these people have gone through for their faith.  
a. Do you think you could take a stand for Christ in the face of death?

2. Is there a condition in your life or surroundings that makes it difficult for you to hold fast to Christ’s name?

a. Does it help you to know that He knows where you dwell, and that He knows your heart?

b. What comfort does Isaiah 49:16 give you? 

3. Even though Jesus commended them for remaining faithful and holding fast to Christ’s name, the problem was that false teaching had wormed its way into the church at Pergamum along with what else from Revelation 2:14?

a. What is the danger of tolerating false teachers and false doctrine 2 Peter 2:19?
b. What does Peter call the false teachers in 2 Peter 2:17?

c. Are you allowing compromise in your life with other doctrines or things of the world?

4. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 explains God’s plan for relationships, what do you learn from this passage?

a. What harm would come from Israel marrying into Moab?

b. How would being bound together with unbelievers be harmful for you?

c. In light of this are there relationships in your life that you might need to break off?

d. What is promised in verse 2 Corinthians 6:18?

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

Make this your prayer to Jesus today:

"Entreat me not to leave you,

Or to turn back from following after you;

For wherever you go, I will go;

And wherever you lodge, I will lodge”

Ruth 1:16

FOURTH DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 2:12-17.

1. What does Jesus say to the ones that were sinning in Revelation 2:16?

2. The word “repent” in the Greek is metanoeo, which means to change one’s mind for the better.  They had to change their minds. They could no longer let these people spread their false teachings in the church. They must repent or suffer the judgment by what in Revelation 2:16b?

a. Who will be judged by the Word from John 12:48?

3. What is promised to the one who overcomes in Revelation 2:17b?

a. Manna was the food given to the children of Israel when they wandered in the wilderness after being led out of Egypt by Moses. How was manna described in Psalm 78:24-25?

b. What does Jesus say in John 6:35?

c. How does it feel to know that as a believer your soul will never hunger and thirst?

4. The Lord will give those that abide with Him a new name. According to Isaiah 62:2 what encourages you and inspires you the most?

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why. 

“The LORD will guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in drought,

And strengthen your bones; You shall be like a watered garden,

And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.”

Isaiah 58:11

FIFTH DAY: “THE BREAD OF LIFE”: Begin Your Study time with Prayer

1. Jesus found spiritual nourishment through His intimate relationship with God the Father. Write out John 4:34.

2. Jesus Christ is THE Bread of Life. He is our sustenance for living. Read John 6 and see how Jesus draws the hearts of the people to understand that He is what they’ve been waiting for. He is not only their Messiah, their Redeemer, their Prince of Peace and Lord of lords, but He is also the food that will satisfy their souls. 

a. What type of food is the Christian to work for in John 6:27?

b. What was Jesus’ response when asked "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" from John 6:29?

c. Who gives the true bread from heaven and who is the true bread from John 6:32?

Food fulfills two functions; it strengthens and nourishes. 
The Lord Jesus is food for the soul. Only He can satisfy a hungry heart.

3. Read John 4:10-26, and explain how we can experience true intimacy with God from the following verses.

a. John 4:10: 

b. John 4:23:

4. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

I’m satisfied with You, oh my God. And I will abide in You, in the vine.
 I want to live, live for Your pleasure and I want to run, to run for Your fame, 
and I want to dwell in Your house forever. 
To seek Your face, as You call my name, to hear You say “well done”.
Scott Cunningham
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