A Message to the Churches

 “A Revelation of Jesus Christ”

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3

Sardis

“The Sleeping Church”

Revelation 3:1-6
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FIRST DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 3:1-6

SUMMARY OF SARDIS

Sardis was in an ideal location in the River Hermus Valley near the major road system that linked it with the other six churches addressed here in Revelation.  This city had guaranteed commercial prosperity due to it being located on the banks of the Pactolus River only 60 miles inland from Ephesus and Smyrna and 30 miles southeast of Thyatira.   It was built on a 1500-foot high plateau with steep cliffs on three sides and a narrow road leading to the city on the fourth side.  This made Sardis virtually impenetrable to attack.  

Sardis never fully recovered from the earthquake that leveled the city in AD 17.   It was later partially rebuilt by Tiberius Caesar.  The greatness of the city under the Roman Empire was due entirely to its past reputation.  The river that flowed through the town carried gold dust and it was the first city where silver and gold coins were minted in Asia Minor.  Sardis was the capital city of the Kingdom of Lydia and known for its crafts and artistry and was a prominent city that obtained its wealth from textile manufacturing, jewelry trade, and the dye industry. 

The magnificent temple of Artemis, dating from the fourth century BC, was one of its points of interest and still exists as an important ruin.  Most of the city practiced pagan worship, and there were many mystery cults or secret religious societies.  Sardis was noted far and wide for its idolatrous worship of the goddess Cybele.  Cybele had the special characteristic of restoring life to the dead.  This city was devoted to the worship of the mother-goddess Cybele and no temple worshipper was allowed to approach the temple of the gods with unclean garments but was required to have a clean, white robe.  Sins of the foulest and darkest impurity were committed on those occasions such as extremely debasing worship rituals, including sexually immoral gatherings that were practiced at the festivals.  

Five hundred years before John wrote this letter Sardis was one of the richest and most powerful cities in the world.  It became ethically complacent and morally degenerate, but to all appearances it had every reason to be proud and boastful. When this epistle was written the city was rapidly waning in prestige and glory, but its inhabitants were still boastful of the past.  Decay and death were inevitable, but the Sardians refused to recognize the fate of the city and continued to live in its ancient glory.  Despite all of its blessings Sardis had a problem; it became overconfident.  Life had become too easy.  The citizens came to think of their town as unconquerable, no matter who their enemy may be. The history of the city and church indicate a good start, but a bad finish - a change for the worse.  Today, only a small village named Sart remains on the site of this once important city.

1. From the above Background name the details that would make the people that lived here proud of this city?

2. How does Ephesians 5:3-5 parallel the background of Sardis?

3. Read the passage from Revelation 3:1-6. Is there a commendation in this letter to the church as Sardis?

4. The city of Sardis was alive but dead, full but empty.  Do you understand what it means to be full of the world and yet empty inside? 

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.

SECOND DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 3:1-6
To the angel of the church of Sardis write:

1. How does Jesus describe Himself in Revelation 3:1?

a. Do you remember the significance of this description from Revelation 1:4? What are the seven stars?

The number seven signifies completeness throughout the Bible.  When the number seven is used it often refers to perfection and fullness. Here Jesus is the One who has the Holy Spirit in His perfect fullness saying, “I know your deeds.” He doesn’t say whether their deeds were good or bad, just that He knows them.

2. In verse 1b what statement does Jesus make about this church?

a. Look up the word “name” in the dictionary and share what you discover.

b. What does it mean to have a reputation?

c. In relation to this meaning, what is Jesus saying about this church?

3. Verse 1 tells us that the church was alive but dead, just like there are those that look and act alive spiritually, but are spiritually dead inside. They use the Christian “talk”, but their relationship doesn’t go any deeper than the surface. It’s not what you look or sound like that matters - it’s the heart that God looks on. 

a. What does Hebrews 9:14 say the blood of Christ can do for those that are living in dead works?

b. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day, (the Pharisee’s) looked alive, but were they?  Jesus described the Pharisees in Matthew 23:27, on the outside they were beautiful, but what was their inward man like from Matthew 23:28?

c. How does Matthew 23:5 explain the Pharisees motives?

4. What warning is given in Matthew 6:1?

a. How should our good works be done from Matthew 6:2-4?

b. What does Matthew 6:5-6 say to those that desire to pray without hypocrisy in their heart?

c. Instead of appearing like the Pharisees when fasting what should our behavior be from Matthew 6:16-18?

5. Reflect for a moment and ask yourself if you do good deeds to be seen by men, or to bring honor and glory to the Lord.  Are you asleep spiritually?  Are you sleepwalking and going through the motions of what you think a good Christian should be doing?  Remember, what is important to you may not be so important to God!

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.
THIRD DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 3:1-6

1. What words of exhortation does Jesus give to the sleeping church in Revelation 3:2a?

a. Jesus says to “wake up” and “make stable” the things that remain. What does this reveal? 

b. Our Lord is a God of second chances, what encouragement does Lamentations 3:22-23 give?

c. How can we be strengthened according to 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5?

2. The church was standing still, not growing, but fading.  Anytime we are not moving forward spiritually, we are moving backward!  They were unaware of what was going on as one that was sleeping.  Look closely at this final exhortation in verse 3 and answer the following.

a. What instructions are given in verse 3a?

1.

2.

3.

b. Why were they in need of repentance according to Revelation 3:2?

c. What would happen if they did not wake up according to Revelation 3:3b?

d. The Lord will only let you remain in sin for so long before He steps in to intervene.  What six exhortations does Paul give us from Ephesians 5:14-17?

1)

2)


3)

4)

5)

6)

3. What reason does Matthew 24:42 give regarding the urgency to stay alert?

4. Read the parable of the five foolish virgins from Matthew 25:1-13.   What were the consequences of those virgins not being prepared for the Bridegroom?

5. Is there an area of your spiritual life that could use a good wake up call?  Don’t go another moment without seeking Jesus, your Bridegroom...don’t be unwise, but understand the will of the Lord!

6. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; 

for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  

Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, 
not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”
Romans 13:11-14
FOURTH DAY: Pray and Read Revelation 3:1-6
1. According to Revelation 3:4 were there any true believers left in Sardis?

a. How does Jesus describe them?

2. Remember what the symbolism is for “white” by writing Daniel 12:10. What does “white” indicate?

a. In Revelation 7:9-17, how will the robes be made white??

b. On that final day when you see Jesus face to face, will you be robed in white? 

i. Why?

c. Think about it...What would it mean to you to have Jesus say that you are “worthy” as He says in Revelation 3:4b?

3. According to Revelation 3:5 what are the three things that Jesus will do for those that overcome? 
 

1)

i. What do the white garments stand for from Revelation 19:8b?
2)

ii. Therefore what can we conclude will happen to those that do not overcome according to Psalm 69:27-28?

3)

iii. What does Jesus promise in Matthew 10:32?

“Overcomers are ones who, by their lives and by their words, confess that Jesus is Lord!”
4. Do you openly confess Jesus Christ as your Lord?

a. Has there been a time when you have been ashamed that you didn’t speak out for Christ?

b. St. Francis of Assisi said "Preach the gospel. And if necessary, use words."   Would you say that your life speaks Jesus Christ as Lord even when your mouth is closed?

5. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why. 

FIFTH DAY: BOOK OF LIFE: Begin Your Study time with Prayer

Today we’ll look at the Book of Life mentioned in Revelation 3:5.  The Book of Life symbolizes God’s knowledge of those who belong to Him.  Those that are marked for salvation and guaranteed eternal life are listed there.  From this book Jesus Christ will take roll call for all eternity. 

1. What is the Book of Life according to Revelation 17:8?
2. According to Hebrews 12:23 who are written in the Book of Life?

3. Those not written in the Book of Life will do what according to Romans 14:10-12?
a. What does this tell us about our God?

4. What does Revelation 17:8b reveal about when was the book of Life written?

5. When will the Book of Life be opened according to Revelation 20:12?

a. What will happen when the Book is opened?

b. Who is worthy to open the Book according to Revelation 5:4-5?

6. Where will those not found in the Book of Life go in Revelation 20:15?

7. What does Luke 10:20 say about believers trusting in Jesus as Lord?

8. Go back over today’s lesson and highlight the Scripture or concept that ministered to you most and tell why.  

“And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, 

and all that are in them, I heard saying: 

"Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, 

And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

Revelation 5:13
Goddess Cybele
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